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No Affiliation:
Music With A Message
by Sarah O’Brien ’15
Asst. A&E Editor

Mission:
Impossible

Music
To them, music is more than sound.
To them, music is soul. They are the
people behind No Affiliation, a nonprofit organization started by friends
Chris Horn ’12 and Ben Kreczko ’12 in
their sophomore year at Providence
College. The program’s mission is
to provide the youth of Providence,
R.I. with a creative and emotional
outlet, enabling them to explore
musical pursuits with access to
a recording studio, mentors, and
sponsorship, while simultaneously
promoting
nonviolence
in
the
community.
Horn’s work at a local recreation
center while a student at PC drew his
attention to the reality that nearly half
of all the youth in Providence live at or
below the poverty level, which correlates
with a high youth involvement in
gangs and exposure to violence. The
Institute for the Study and Practice of
Nonviolence estimates there to be
over 1,400 gang members living in
Providence, and, according to a
2009 survey of children, “Nearly
50% of the respondents had lost
a family member to murder; 75%
had lost a friend to violence; 90% had a
friend who was stabbed or shot; nearly
90% said they regularly witness violence
in their schools.”
In his role as a community assistant
at “Rec Night,” Horn observed, “Many
of the kids had disagreements, but one
theme that concurrently ran through
each individual was their love for music.
I saw this connection as an opportunity
to amplify a noticeable touch point
between youth in hopes of both allowing
them to express their emotions through
musical and lyrical recording sessions
and to build relationships with youth
from other sides of town or opposite
sides of feuds.”
No Affiliation was initially funded in
2008 by a Do Something grant, and held
a weekly recording workshop at the
Tavares Center. With guidance from Dr.
Keith Morton, a PC professor of English
and public and community service
studies, and an anonymous donation
of $4,000 to the Feinstein Institute,

by Kathleen McGinty ’16
News Staff
Mission Statement

Despite
the
below-freezing
temperatures and bone-chilling winds
that cut across campus last week,
members of the Faculty Senate sparked
a discussion about the fourth, and
what is regarded as final, draft of the
College’s new Mission Statement. In
its meeting last Wednesday, January
23, the Senate passed a resolution
27-8 (with one vote abstaining) in
opposition of the statement, which is
anticipated to be sent to the Board of
Trustees in early February.
“We’re really at a place most of us
hoped we would not be,” said Dr.
James Keating, chair of the Committee
on Academic Affairs, as he addressed
the Senate.
While members of the Faculty
Senate
stated
numerous
times
during
Wednesday’s
meeting
that they respect the work of the
Mission Committee that drafted
the document, their resolution of
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PC Expands
Its Borders
by Kathleen Sullivan ’16
Senior News Writer
Campus News

Providence College and the
city of Providence announced an
agreement on Dec. 18 that will allow
for the purchase of land around
campus and bring the city $3.84
million in revenue over the next 10
years from PC alone. This agreement
is part of a larger initiative to raise
revenue for the city through working
with the nearby colleges and
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Student Congress
Updates
by Jackie McCarthy ’14
News Staff

by Micaela Cameron ’13
News Staff

Student Congress

Campus News
•

Class of 2013 announcements included dates for upcoming Senior Nights and 113
Nights, which will be Feb. 8.

Former Friar and basketball team member James Still has been sentenced
to 15 years in prison after pleading guilty to the assault in 2010 on Yerkin
Abdrakhmanov ’10, a student and resident assistant from Kazakhstan. Still now
joins his partner in crime and former teammate Johnnie Lacy, who is already
serving a 10-year sentence for the attack. Remember Friars, do not drink and
assault.

•

Class of 2014 announcements included dates for upcoming Junior Nights (March
16 & April 26). Information on Commencement Week was also discussed.

•

The Classes of 2015 and 2016 are working together on reforming PC’s meal plans.

•

Clubs and Organizations is co-sponsoring a winter refresher with SAIL.

Gold Medalist on Campus, Everyone Freaks Out

•

Organization and planning for Alumni/Family Weekend will begin with the help of
class representatives reporting to Maria Pantazelos ’14.

There were reported sightings on the night of Friday, January 25
of Olympic gold medalist and member of the United States Olympic
Women’s Gymnastics Team, Aly Raisman. Word spread fast through
the Twittersphere, and eager fans hoped to catch a glimpse of their backflipping idol. According to Twitter, the gymnast was spotted in multiple
freshman dorms including McVinney, McDermott, and Guzman Halls.

•

There is an update in PC’s mission statement. It is much simpler to read and the
religious tone of the statement is less Catholic than the original. There is also a
section on academics added to the statement. A total of 755 people responded
with feedback to forums about the new mission statement, 421 of which were
students.

•

Student Life presented a piece of legislation about the Personal Counseling
Center. The legislation, Student Employees of the Personal Counseling Center
(SCRC 63-07), sought to remove student employees from the Personal Counseling
Center. This bill was passed at the 1/29/2013 meeting.

•

A new bill of Assessment of Allocations (SCR 63-02) was also discussed. Congress
is, so far, on track with their budget, but the bill will not be amended until next
week, as not all committee meetings have yet taken place. According to Meghan
Keating ’13, most clubs have been under their budgets thus far.

•

Steve Maurano, Assistant Vice President of Public Affairs, Community and
Government Relations, attended the meeting to talk about the tentative five-year
plan in place for upcoming projects on campus in conjunction with the city of
Providence. Plans include the Ruane Center and various athletic improvements.

Still Sentenced to 15-Year Jail Term

PC: Perpetual Construction?
Students returned to new changes on campus. Looking eerily similar to its
state at the beginning of the fall semester, the parking lot in front of Davis Hall
is once again under construction. Phillips Memorial Library has also received
a face lift and is sporting a stylish new carpet that accents the colors of the
periodical section. The Concannon Fitness Center has upgraded their card
swipe and relocated it to the front desk. The Ruane Center construction is well
underway and has progressed from a structure of steel beams to a structure of
steel beams draped in white tarps.

Keep Calm and Friar On
The Class of 2015 has commenced a new fundraising initiative and has begun
selling posters that say “Keep Calm and Friar On.” The posters are modeled
after the WWII-era British propaganda poster urging British citizens to “Keep
Calm and Carry On” despite the war. The posters are on sale for eight dollars
and can be purchased at the Slavin information desk.

MISSION

Continued from front page
no support roots itself in the rewriting
process as well as the statement’s
textual nuances and implications.
Procedural concerns arose amongst
members of the Faculty Senate in
October 2012 when Dr. Fred Drogula,
president of the Faculty Senate,
realized that the Mission Committee
had no representation from layteaching faculty. The Faculty Senate

“Yet the majority of the Senate
felt as though such communication
between faculty and the Mission
Committee had been severed.”
proceeded to pass a resolution by a
margin of 28-3, stating that it lacked
confidence in the administration’s
process of crafting the new statement
after inquiries to let Drogula sit in on
Mission Committee meetings were
dismissed by administration in both
October and November.
Drogula noted last Wednesday that
the process of drafting the College’s
existing Mission Statement under the
direction of Ray Sickinger 15 years ago
facilitated a great amount of input from
faculty. Yet the majority of the Senate
felt as though such communication

between faculty and the Mission
Committee has been severed.
“We never had that conversation
between people who made the decision
and people who had the concern,” said
Keating.
In addition to finding fault
in procedural differences, many
members of the Faculty Senate
expressed grievances about the content
and wording contained within the
statement.
Senator Dr. Donna McCaffrey of
the history department capitalized on
the necessity for truth and accuracy,
noting that the “History and Charter”
section of the new Mission Statement
was brief and did not provide full
disclosure about the founding of the
College. Fr. Gabriel Pivarnik, O.P.,
the Faculty Senate representative on
the Mission Committee, responded by
saying that word limitations accounted
for the brevity.
Moreover, several other senators
worried about how the statement
would affect perspective professors
applying to positions at the College. The
phrases pertaining to religion and the
structure of the section on “Academic
Excellence” were causes for concern,
both of which some feared will limit
the pool of candidates. Keating also
remarked that this statement is not just
distributed to perspective students and
faculty or alumni, but it is a statement
of “who [the faculty] are.”
Although the Senate made its own
draft of the Mission Statement to

illustrate the changes it would like to
see made to the draft, it claims that the
most important changes it requested
were not incorporated.
“We took the concerns of the Senate,”
said Fr. Pivarnik on Wednesday, “and
hashed it out as long as we could.”
Following the discussion of the
statement, members of the Faculty
Senate voted with secret ballots to
either support or not support the
Mission Statement. Twenty-seven
were opposed, eight were in favor, and
one voter abstained, and the Senate
passed a resolution asking that the
President of the College and the Board
of Trustees reject any proposed draft
of the Mission Statement that has not
received a positive vote of support from
the Senate. A formal proposal was also
made during Wednesday’s meeting
to discuss the possibility of voting for
no-confidence in President Fr. Brian

“A

formal proposal was also
made...to discuss the possibility
of voting for no-confidence in Fr.
Shanley’s administration”
J. Shanley O.P.’s administration at the
next Senate meeting.
Both the vote taken on the Mission
Statement and the resolution that was
passed will be sent to President Fr.
Shanley, and the Board of Trustees,
which has the ability to either reject
or approve the statement. According
to Drogula, the Senate’s next steps
remain largely unknown.
“Much will depend on the decision
of the trustees, but I think they will

immediately recognize that it is bad
business to force unnecessarily an
unpopular Mission Statement on an
unwilling faculty,” wrote Drogula in
an email the day following the meeting.
“The faculty are asking for very little
to be changed in the current draft of
the Mission Statement, so consensus is
within reach if only we keep striving
for it.”
Similarly, for the administration
and Board of Trustees, the looming
question of how to resolve the conflict
of interests has yet to be answered.
“That’s the million dollar question,”
said Fr. Shanley. “I’m still trying to
figure out what the real issues are and
the right way to respond to them.” He
noted that the Board of Trustees and
the corporation will assess the current
situation and that they would like to
see some closure on the process.
Yet in spite of the differences of
opinion that have been expressed
about the statement, Fr. Shanley
believes that they have been beneficial
to the College.
“The discussion has been helpful
for everybody,” said Fr. Shanley,
noting that it has allowed for dialogue
about what it means to be a Catholic
and Dominican liberal arts college. He
emphasized that this Mission Statement
is a statement of the community and
that it is the ideas and concepts that are
important, not necessarily the words
used to convey them.
Justin Gomes ’13, president of
Student Congress, encourages any
student who wishes to submit feedback
about the Mission Statement to email a
member of Student Congress.
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PC Students Join 40th Annual Pro-Life March
by Carolyn Bothwell ’15
News Staff
Clubs and Orgs

From Jan. 24-25, a group of 50
Providence College students traveled
to Washington to protest an issue at
the forefront of political matters. This
year celebrates the 40th anniversary of
the pro-life protest, the March for Life.
In 1973, the Supreme Court case Roe
v. Wade legalized abortion. Since then,
over 55 million deaths have occurred
due to abortion.
“I have always felt very strongly about
the pro-life cause…I feel I need to stand
up for those who do not have a voice
and [the March for Life] is an amazing
way to show my support and stand with
others,” said Kelsey Hayes ’16.
PC for Life, which is headed by TJ
Mills ’13, sponsored PC’s involvement
with the March. Last week, Mills
completed his fourth consecutive
year participating in the anti-abortion
demonstration.
He
coordinated
the event alongside his planning
committee.
For Mills, the March for Life is more
than just a weekend away from campus.
“It’s really both a political and
spiritual event: political in the sense of
protesting at our nation’s capital, but
spiritual in the sense of understanding
the journey as a sacrifice and
pilgrimage, all in the name of standing
up for life.”
The trip not only consisted of the
March, but also a youth rally and a
Mass for Life at the Verizon Center in
Washington. “The Mass for Life was
truly amazing. Thousands of people
joining to pray and celebrate mass was
extremely powerful. Although fighting
for this cause is hard, it gave me so
much hope and strength to move
forward,” says Hayes.
The March begins at the National
Mall, Mills’ personal favorite part of

COURTESY OF TJ MILLS ’13

Providence College students posed for a picture in front of the Smithsonian Castle prior to the start of the March for Life.

the day, and concludes symbolically
on the steps on the Supreme Court.
Mills says, “Walking to the Mall, there
are thousands upon thousands of
people, many wearing bright colored
hats and jackets from their schools
and parishes, all with smiling faces
and loud voices, holding signs and
cheering to end abortion and defend
life. The atmosphere is something that
you can’t find anywhere else.”
PC for Life is an active group on
campus, holding various anti-abortion
events throughout the year, such as
Respect for Life and Cupcakes for Life.
“Our group is always active and
willing to reach out and engage
others in discussion about life issues,
and everyone is always welcome
to attend any of our meetings or
events,” Mills said.

		

March for Life By the Numbers:

1.2: Length of the March in miles
3 a.m.: Time students returned to campus Saturday after the March.
9: Number of Supreme Court Justices
50: Number of Providence College students in attendance
816: Number of miles driven by the Friar Bus during the trip
1973: Year Roe v. Wade was decided
~20,000: Number of people at the original March for Life in 1974
~650,000: Number of people at the 2013 March for Life
55,000,000: Number of abortions performed in the US since 1973

Former Ambassador Raymond Flynn ’63 Addresses Pro-Life Rally
by Christine Rousselle ’13
News Editor
Alumni
On Tuesday, January 22, 2013,
Raymond Flynn ’63, former mayor of
Boston, Ambassador to the Holy See,
and all-American basketball player,
delivered a passionate speech on the
issue of abortion to a crowd of about
120 at the Rhode Island State Capitol
Building as part of the Rhode Island
Statewide Pro-Life Rally. The Rally
is an annual event sponsored by the
Rhode Island Right to Life, and occurs
each year on or near the anniversary
of the Roe v. Wade Supreme Court
decision that legalized abortion in the
United States. Roe v. Wade was decided
on January 22, 1973.
Flynn was joined by various prolife politicians, including former R.I.
Speaker of the House Matthew J.
Smith, and by post-abortive women
from the Silent No More Campaign,
which is a pro-life awareness group
consisting of women who have
had abortions and later regretted
undergoing the procedure.
Flynn emphasized the grassroots
and down to earth nature of the rally
attendants, who ranged in age from
infants to the elderly. Flynn described
the crowd as “modern day heroes,
like Mother Teresa. You’re not rich
elites, and I don’t see too many fur
coats or expensive gowns like we saw
yesterday [Inauguration Day] on TV in
Washington […] I do see a lot of good,
decent, hardworking Americans who
love their country and have respect for

the dignity of all of God’s children, rich
or poor, young or old, black or white,
brown or red, male or female, born and
unborn.”
He then continued to tell an
anecdote about his encounter with
Mother Teresa while he was mayor
of Boston. She was able to exert
her influence to convince the city
of Boston to create housing for
single mothers and their children.
According to Flynn, the housing was
set up several months later and was
quickly filled with small children,
babies, and single mothers.
Flynn then switched gears and
spoke about about how people who
are pro-life need to become more
involved in civic and political events in
order to spread the pro-life message.
He criticized the controversial HHS
mandate, and referred to it as a “wake
up call for [the pro-life community].”
Flynn referred to the mandate as
a “blatant violation by the federal
government” and said that it infringed
upon religious freedom. Flynn is a
registered Democrat and was elected
mayor of Boston as a Democrat.
Flynn also was critical of
Hollywood’s glofirication of violence
in films (specifically the new film
Gangster Squad) and the silence of
politicians regarding this issue.
To close his speech, Flynn urged
all in attendance to contact elected
oficials to support medical research
involving adult stem cell research.
Adult stem cell research does not
result in the destruction of an embryo
and is fully supported by the Catholic
Church, unlike embryonic stem cell
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Raymond Flynn ’63 has worked as a pro-life activist for years and was the keynote speaker at the
Rhode Island Right to Life’s annual statewide rally.

research. Flynn cited his grandson,
who has special needs and cannot
talk, as the reason why he was so
passionate about supporting this
scientific research.
Laura Wells ’14 was present at the
rally, and thoroughly enjoyed Flynn’s
speech and the message it conveyed.
Wells particularly enjoyed Flynn’s
stories about his experiences with

Mother Teresa in Boston. “Through
his own stories, Ambassador Flynn
pointed out how Mother Teresa’s
active witness of Christian charity has
helped to show that at the heart of
the pro-life cause lies a deep concern
about the true well-being of women,”
explained Wells.
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College Hosts PURCHASE: School
Buys Streets from City
First-Ever Chess
Tournament
Continued from front page

by Andres Taborda ’15
Asst. News Editor
Campus News
This past weekend, the chess pieces
were in motion at Providence College.
A chess tournament was held in ’64
Hall, which was a first for the College.
The tournament was open to
both the public and to PC students.
All participants were split into four
sections and competed for prizes
throughout the day. The event began
at 10 a.m. on Saturday and attracted
51 people overall. Twelve PC
students participated and the other
39 participants were from outside of
the College.
Benjamin
Swiszcz
’16,
an
accounting and history double
major, was the organizer of the
event. As for campus involvement,
Student
Congress
co-sponsored
the tournament. The Rhode Island
Chess Association (RICA) was also
a sponsor of this event. According
to Swiszcz, RICA was extremely

impressed with the turnout and is
hoping to hold future chess events
here at the College.
In the Open section, James Rizzitano
from Massachusetts was the winner.
For the U2000 section, Howard
Goldowsky of Massachusetts walked
away with the win. The winner for
the U1600 section was Nicholas Liotta
from Rhode Island, and in the U1200
section, Roberto Murcia, also from
Rhode Island, won.
“The event was a great success,”
said Swiszcz. He is trying to start a
chess club at PC given the success of
the tournament. The interesting part
of holding a tournament on campus
is that PC does not have an actual
chess club. “This was the first ever
chess tournament at PC, and a turnout
of over 50 people for such an event was
very encouraging.”
Since the College hosted such
a successful tournament, Swiszcz
hopes to spark an interest in chess
in the student body and have a place
where students can square off against
each other.

Get to Know Your
Newsies
Micaela Cameron ’13

Major:
English

Hometown:
North Attleboro, Massachusetts

Fun Fact:
I was adopted from South Korea.

Most Commonly Found:
Davis Third Floor

other major tax-exempt institutions.
PC will now own the section of
Huxley Avenue from Eaton Street to
the end of the Dore/Davis parking lot
and sections of Cumberland Street and
Wardlaw Avenue behind Alumni Hall.
This agreement goes further than
the Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) that PC and three other
institutions of higher education in the
area signed in 2003. Under this 20-year
agreement, PC will pay approximately
$256,000 per year to the city and will
continue to pay an additional $3
million by the end of the agreement.
Mayor Angel Tavares wanted to
renew the MOU and change the terms
due to the fact that he was unable
to give his input when the original
agreement was made, in addition to
working towards creating prosperity
for the city. Fr. Brian Shanley, O.P.,
president of Providence College,
stated that through the negotiations,
the College sought to reach a “quid
pro quo with the city, and the result
is something that will enhance our
mission.”
There were new MOU agreements
made for the other colleges including
Johnson and Wales University, Brown
University, and Rhode Island School
of Design. JWU purchased land from
the city for expansion, and Brown
purchased sections of streets on the
East Side of Providence in addition to
parking leases for students. RISD did
not need land for expansion, so they
settled on purchasing parking leases
as well.
PC was not looking to gain more
land either, so instead asked for a
few streets around the campus that
would increase the institutional
zone (“I-zone”) of the College. John
Sweeney, the senior vice president and
chief financial officer of the finance
and business division of the College,
has been the primary architect behind
this agreement. Regarding challenges
that will arise from this purchase, he
explains, “The College will need to
embark on any planning process to
determine the best way to reconfigure
access to campus and within campus.
Once the sale is complete, the entire
campus community will be engaged in
that process.”
Huxley Avenue runs directly
through campus, and Fr. Shanley
noted that there have been major

safety concerns about Huxley for a
long time. In the past, cars have hit
students, and traffic signs have been
stolen. The College will have to devise
and submit a revised traffic pattern
with new RIPTA bus stops, as well as
work out a plan that is “amenable to
the fire station and the police” as well.
PC had previously owned a
number of houses on Cumberland
Street and Wardlaw Avenue that
were run down and eventually torn
down in order to put in a parking lot.
For this area, the College hopes to
solidify a hard border to the campus
by gaining ownership of the whole
street and building a fence of some
sort. In the short term this purchase
will also allow for more flexibility
with parking in the midst of all the
construction happening on campus.
Negotiations for this purchase
lasted four months. An agreement
was reached on November 2012, and
it was released at the press conference
in December 2012. Fr. Shanley stated
that these purchases will let PC have
a more unified and well-connected
campus, will improve the safety of
the entire PC community, and help
make the campus more aesthetically
beautiful. He went on to add, “We
don’t know what to do yet, but it is all
really exciting from a visual point of
view. It’s going to look really cool.”
Fr. Shanley explained that the city
of Providence has always recognized
the value that the PC community adds
to the city and is happy to say that the
relationship between the College and
the city is the best it has been in a long
time. He is pleased that they were able
to reach a common understanding that
is mutually beneficial to both sides and
is looking forward to a long-lasting,
strong relationship with the city.
At this point in the process, the city
council and the mayor must approve
the agreement. There will be a meeting
in Slavin in the Fishbowl for neighbors
of the college on Jan. 30, as well as a
public hearing at City Hall on Feb.
6. The changes PC hopes to make to
the area behind Alumni should be
completed around the end of this
year, while the changes on Huxley
Avenue are predicted to take much
longer. These new projects will be paid
through the College’s endowment
funds and should improve the safety
of the campus while helping to
strengthen the economy of the city.

Biggest Role Model:
My Parents

Annoys Her Most:
When I lose my PC ID (a daily occurence).

Most Passionate About:
Avocados and Bradley Cooper

\

Like writing and seeing
your name in print? Join
The Cowl! Pick up an
application in Lower
Slavin today!

The areas marked off in white are the streets PC has purchased from the city of Providence.
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The Procrastination Station
Super Bowl XLVII

featuring...The Super Bowl!

NFL Teams

by Christine Rousselle ’13
News Editor

Across
3. The technique used to bring down another player.
4. One of these is worth six points.
7. The trophy given to the winning Super Bowl team.
9. Nickname of the city where the 49ers are located.
11. Nickname for a football.
12. The number of players from each team on the field at
a time.

PC Picture of the Week

Down
1. The city where the 2013 Super Bowl is being played.
2. This is used to determine who starts with the ball.
4. The surface the field is played on.
5. The ball must pass through these to score points.
6. There are 100 of these on a field.
8. Traditional victory celebration destination.
10. Baltimore's football team.

Math Square

CHRISTINE ROUSSELLE ’13 / THE COWL

Directions: Using the
numbers 1through 9,
fill in the grid. Each
number is only used
once. Each row is a math
equation. Each column
is a math equation.
Multiplication and division
are performed before
addition and subtraction.

Got a suggestion for the PC
Picture of the Week or PC
Tweet of the Week? Tweet us
@TheCowl!

The young scholars have made their return to
Providence College, demanding booze and fortune
cookies from the cafeteria.

PC Tweet of the Week
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Pentagon Lifts Ban on Women in Combat; Students Talk Back
by Naomi Eide ’13
Senior World Writer
DOMESTIC

On Thursday, January 24, Defense
Secretary Leon Panetta made the
announcement that the United
States military would end its policy
of excluding women from combat,
opening them up to combat jobs
and direct combat units. Rather than
opening all combat positions at once,
CNN reports that the Department of
Defense is entering an “assessment
phase” where each service branch will
examine its non-integrated jobs and
units in order to produce a time table
for integrating them.
A senior defense official explained,
“It will take a while to work out the
mechanics in some cases. We expect
some jobs to open quickly, by the
end of this year. Others, like special
operations forces and infantry, may
take longer.” The official went on to
say, “We should open all specialties
to the maximum extent possible to
women. We know they can do it.”
Following the announcement, there
was an outcry from both supporters
and those who want to see combat units
stay segregated by gender. There are
many obstacles to be worked through,
such as how to create gender-neutral
accommodations in combat units.
For many, the obstacles are not an
issue, as women already see combat.
United States Representative Tulsi
Gabbard, a Democrat from Hawaii,
reported to CNN that the move was
a “major step that was long overdue
[and a] great recognition...of all the
women who are currently serving
overseas, many of them in these
combat type situations already.”
Gabbard, who served in Hawaii’s
National Guard in Iraq, agreed that
the decision was largely symbolic as
the front lines of combat constantly
shift, and women have been in combat
situations for years.
Maren Leed, a CNN contributor,

explained that one of the most
difficult issues is creating genderneutral physical standards for combat
situations. There is also concern
of how men will accept women in
combat units.
Those who oppose female
integration worry that a female
presence would change group
dynamics, disrupt bonding, and harm
general unit cohesion. Some even go
as far as to saying that the presence of
women would encourage improper
sexual activity, though that argument
ignores military codes about conduct
already in place.
In an interview with Newsmax,
Former Navy SEAL Commander and
Montana State Senator Ryan Zinke
warned he was “nearly certain” that
the female presence in combat would
be sure to cost lives.
Zinke said that introducing malefemale dynamics on the front lines
“has the potential to degrade our
combat readiness. In my opinion,
we’re not ready,” Zinke said. “This is
not a Hollywood movie. This has real
consequences that are going to affect
our sons and daughters whose lives
are on the line. I think you need to go
very, very carefully when it comes to
the defense of our country.”
Zinke, like many others, is worried
about the physical rigors of combat
for women. “The hard truth of
combat oftentimes is brutal,” Zinke
said. “It involves face-to-face, handto-hand, close-quarter battle. And I
think we forget that. We’ve become so
sensitized that warfare is wrapped up
in a two-hour movie featuring stars
who always live. And that’s not how
it really is.”
Even female military personnel
agree that the physical standards
will be the most difficult aspect of
integration. Captain Monica Paden, a
military intelligence officer from San
Diego, California, said, “[Women]
will have a tough time with the
physical portion of this. That’s why
we have to be completely honest

PHOTO COURTESY OF BOSTON HERALD

Women, like these Army Rangers, will soon be facing the same combat conditions as their male
counterparts.

with ourselves. When we talk about
standards and changing it, is there
going to be animosity that grows
because we can’t do the same things
physically?” Paden, like Senator
Zinke, recognizes that there are
numerous women operatives who are
good, both physically and in military
situations, however, standards will
remain the greatest obstacle.
The female integration into the
combat units directly affects some
of the Providence College students
serving in the ROTC program. The
standards will obviously have to be
closely worked with to figure out
what determines a combat-ready
individual.
Anna Hayes ’16 said, “It’s a
controversial issue, but at the end of

the day we know our job is to protect
and defend and we will do that
anywhere, from front lines to behind
a desk, no matter what gender.”
Alicia Oliveira ’15 said, “This
ban prohibited the opportunity to
get promoted because of lack of
recognized combat experience and
there was a gap between reality and
policy. There were plenty of women
that were assisting the front lines and
weren’t receiving proper recognition
for their duties…Everyone should
have a chance to serve in the front lines
if they desire to, but [the] standards
must remain the same for everyone.
Only time will reveal if this decision
will be 100 percent beneficial to the
Army.”

Clinton Testifies About Benghazi Attack
by Emily Kennedy ’14
World Staff
DOMESTIC

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham
Clinton faced tough questions and
pointed remarks on Wednesday, January
23, in her long-awaited congressional
testimony regarding the attack on a
diplomatic facility in Benghazi, Libya
that killed four Americans.
Four months after the assault,
Republicans on the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee made it known
that they hold Clinton personally
responsible for the attacks at a diplomatic
outpost in Benghazi.
Speaking before the Senate Foreign
Policy panel, Clinton argued on
Wednesday that the State Department
is aggressively working to strengthen
security at the US installations missions
worldwide after the raid on the
consulate in Libya.
Clinton told the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee she took complete
responsibility for the missteps of the

department leading up to the Sept. 11
assault, but continued to defend the
administration’s immediate handling of
the attack.
She told the committee, in her opening
statements, “As I have said many times
since September 11, I take responsibility.
Nobody is more committed to getting
this right. I am determined to leave the
State Department and our country safer,
stronger, and more secure.”
The attack on the diplomatic
compound at Benghazi is believed
linked to Al Qaeda. Four people were
killed, including US Ambassador J.
Christopher Stevens.
Her voice cracking at times, Clinton
recalled the return of “those flagdraped caskets” from the deaths of
the Americans in Benghazi and put
her arms “around the mothers and
fathers, sisters and brothers, sons and
daughters” of those killed.
According to NBC News, she told
Arizona Senator Jeff Flake, a Republican,
“We did not have a clear picture” of
all that was going on in Benghazi, but
she did acknowledge that senators

had “legitimate questions” about the
administration’s account.
A report issued last month by
the Accountability Review Board
(ARB) appointed by Clinton, blamed
State
Department
officials
for
“systemic failures and leadership and
management
deficiencies”
which
provided protection for the Benghazi
facility that was “grossly inadequate to
deal with the attack that took place,”
according to NBC News.
All four State Department officials
who were questioned in the ARB report
for their roles in the Benghazi attack
had been removed from their jobs and
placed on administrative leave, Clinton
said.
The
ARB
recommended
improvements in diplomatic security
procedures, especially in high-threat
posts. Clinton has accepted these and has
asked her subordinates “to ensure that
all 29 of them are implemented quickly
and completely,” according to NBC News.
These changes are intended to “reduce
the chances of another Benghazi
happening again.”
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Secretary of State Clinton testifies in front of the
Senate Foreign Policy panel regarding the
September 11 attacks in Libya.
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Israel Votes to Elect Prime Minister
Netanyahu Secures Re-election, Faces Challenges Ahead

by Conor McGinley ’15
World Staff
MIDDLE EAST

As the election in Israel comes to
a close, Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s party obtained the
majority of votes, but the battle
continues.
Netanyahu’s party, Likud Beitenu,
won 31 seats, securing them as the
leaders of the pack. However, the
centrist parties such as the Yesh Atid
party made strong, and, to many,
surprising rallies.
Israel operates under a system
known as a parliamentary democracy.
This means a singular person does
not run for office, but rather a party
attempts to obtain the most votes.
Netanyahu’s party did indeed obtain
the most votes, but they need a total
of 61 seats in order to officially form a
new government. Now that Likud has
attained a majority of seats, they have a
total of 60 days to perform discussions
with the other parties in order to
convince them to join Netanyahu’s
effort.
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Netanyahu, above, will face the looming threat of Iranian missle pressure and domestic political
gridlock.

Likud is by no means ahead by
a landslide. There are a total of 14
parties in the Israeli parliament, and
Netanyahu’s party has only 23 percent
of the votes. Because of this vast
spread, a new government will almost
undoubtedly be very insecure once
formed.
Dr. Ruth Ben-Artzi, a political
science professor, says, “The likelihood
that any new government will last a
full term is very low…I find it difficult,
given the vote spread, [that it] will last
more than a couple of years.”

Israel is, at the moment, a volatile
state that suffers from a dangerous
financial instability. As the country
waits to see how the new government
unfolds, Netanyahu makes it clear that
he and his party are putting a heavy
emphasis on safety, economic growth,
and thwarting Iran from being able to
secure nuclear weapons.
However, at this point in time it
is nearly impossible to say what new
implementations Israel will see in
the upcoming year. Policies that will
begin to form will be directly related

to the coalition partners, the partners
Netanyahu must reach agreements
with in order to gain enough seats in
the parliament.
Dr. Ben-Artzi believes that in order
to do this, “It will be hard and he’ll
have to make many promises”.
Yet the political map is unmistakably
right-winged. For Israel, this mantra
means a decrease in the likelihood of
peace talks with Palestine.
Netanyahu and Likud took what
many saw as a large risk in supporting
a capitalist ideology.
“That was really the policy that was
most challenged in this election and
cost Likud a quarter of their power (11
seats),” says Dr. Ben-Artzi.
From a US perspective, the vast
spread of votes and the fact that
Netanyahu is not is a dominant
position, opens up the possibility for
America to pressure Israel into peace
talks with the Palestinians. As Obama
begins a new term, he has made it clear
that he wishes to see an agreement
reached between the two through
negotiations.

French Forces Take Lead in Mali Conflict
by Ben Remillard ‘13
World Staff
FRANCE

France had been pushing for a
resolution to the conflict in Mali that
did not involve French troops on the
ground. That changed in a few hours.
Now, the BBC reports, France is
spearheading the fight to reclaim the
northern half of Mali from rebels who
took that part of the country by force
last year.
The present rebellion is the fourth in
a series of rebellions that have occurred
since Mali first gained independence
from the French in 1960. After the last
rebellion in 2006, an uneasy peace
has existed between the government
and northern Tauregs, a people who,
according to thinkpress.com, since
the 1960s have never accustomed
themselves to the idea of a new set

of rulers hundreds of miles south
who infringed on their traditionally
nomadic lifestyle.
The conflict started last year as a
rebellion by Tauregs in the northern
region of Azawad. The Islamic group
Ansar Dine, desiring to impose Sharia
law across Mali, also became involved
in the conflict, grabbing large amounts
of land in the north before eventually
pushing back and ousting the Tauregs
from several major cities. CNN reports
that when the Islamic extremists took
over, they banned music, smoking,
drinking, and watching sports on
television, and destroyed historic
tombs, libraries, and shrines. On
March 22, 2012, the president of Mali
was overthrown as part of a coup
that put military officials in power.
Power was eventually handed over to
National Assembly of Mali Speaker
Diouncounda Traore as part of an
agreement between the ruling junta
and the West African Economic and
Monetary Union.

While the Mali army was initially
planned to lead the efforts, this
changed as the army has “evaporated”
in the past few weeks. As a result, the
French are “eager” to give up the brunt
of their activities in favor of the Mali
and African coalition armies originally
thought to handle the majority of
fighting. While the goal is for a short
term conflict that would bring the Mali
government and army back in control
of the northern part of the country,
reporters speculate that the worst case
scenario might be a war of attrition in
which French and African forces dig in
to fight a long-term insurgency similar
to the United States’ war in Iraq.
Evidence of a possible long-term
conflict can be seen in French President
Francois Hollande’s comments that
France would leave Mali only when
political stability and an election
process had been restored, and Islamist
groups had been “wiped out,” reports
the Guardian. Hollande elaborated
on this plan by saying, “Destroy

[Islamic fighters]. Take them captive, if
possible.” Hollande’s goal of having a
quick conflict was contested by a rebel
commander who told the Associated
Press, “I would advise France not to
sing their victory song too quickly.
They managed to leave Afghanistan.
They will never leave Mali.”
The French have already received
threats from a West African Al Qaeda
offshoot arguing that by involving itself
in the conflict, “France has attacked
Islam. We will strike at the heart of
France.” The BBC reports that this has
led Hollande to increase the security
and surveillance over public buildings,
transport infrastructure, and some
embassies and religious institutions.
France, however, may have more
to worry about internationally, as it
reportedly has 6,000 citizens in Mali,
and in embassies, businesses, and
private citizens across North Africa.

Henry’14 Reflects on Experience in Ghana
by Stephanie Henry ’14
Guest World Writer
GHANA

This semester, I was blessed to have
participated in a pilgrimage to Ghana
with the Office of Black Ministry of
the Archdiocese of New York. It was
a phenomenal educational experience
that exposed me to Ghana’s remarkably
vibrant and culturally rich history.
Overall, my pilgrimage to Ghana was
more than just a short vacation away
from my daily routine and school work.
For me, it was a return to my roots that
allowed me the opportunity to have a
firsthand experience of something that
I only have read about in history books.
Much of what I learned and I saw had
an impact on the way I view my own
history. I felt as if I had been granted
a firsthand insight into the journey
experienced by my own ancestors. The
trip brought me closer to my roots than
I ever could have imagined.
There were moments when I would
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Ghana is located in western Africa, bordered by the Ivory Coast, Burkina Faso, and Togo. The
country has significant gold and oil reserves, and is classified as a lower-middle income nation by
the World Bank.

just pause in my tracks and could not
help but stand in silence and absorb my
surroundings. The sun on my skin, the
breeze from the Atlantic Ocean, and the
soothing sound of the waves crashing…
these collective experiences created the
perfect atmosphere for me to fully relax
and reflect.
I was truly amazed by the grandeur

and wonder of God’s creation. I stood
in awe, and smiled because I knew that
this was the gift that God wanted us to
envision.
During our travels, we were warmly
welcomed at all the churches that we
visited. Our brothers and sisters in the
Ghanaian Catholic churches were so
pleased to have us visit them and treated

us as if we were celebrities. It was an
absolute pleasure meeting and getting
to know His Grace Palmer Buckle,
archbishop of Accra, on a personal
basis. We witnessed the kinship and
open hearts of the Ghanaian people.
Their obvious devotion to their Catholic
faith inspired me.
This trip across the Atlantic Ocean
to Ghana was a beautiful time during
which I felt as though I was able to
restore and strengthen my own faith.
I am grateful to have had the chance to
meet so many gracious and intelligent
people. I learned lessons to better
myself by devoting my time and life to
God. It was fascinating to observe how
much religion is interwoven into the
Ghanaian’s daily life. Their strength
in their faith inspired me to take a
similar approach to practicing my own
faith. I have taken all that I learned
and experienced on this trip to my life
upon returning home. This experience
will forever remain one of my best
memories.
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by Iryna Bocharova ’15
World Staff
BUSINESS

On Wednesday, January 23, in his
address to the public, British Prime
Minister David Cameron said he
would modify the UK’s relationship
with the EU if reelected in 2015.
He then would hold a referendum
to let people vote to leave or remain
in the EU. Cameron called himself
a “heretic” multiple times in his
speech, but his EU colleagues may
view him as a traitor.
The referendum would be the
first attempt in history to exit the
EU. A withdrawal may isolate
Britain politically and economically.
Businesses may flee to other states,
increasing
the
unemployment.
Some political analysts suggest that
Cameron is simply trying to weaken
Brussels’s influence on the UK rather
than cross the point of no return.
Irish newspapers suggest that
while the UK’s withdrawal from EU
would hurt Ireland, the uncertainty
in the short term may attract more
investors to Ireland. It would act as
another English speaking country
with access to European markets.

With the release of housing
market indicators for December 2012,
economists and corporate analysts
share
ambivalent
impressions
from low expectations to modest
optimism. Census Bureau reports that
housing starts and home construction
indexes rose in December. Existing
home sales, however, dropped by one
percent.
This does not come as surprise if
one checks the National Association
of Realtors report on shrinking
existing homes supply. Economists
explain that a lot of potential sellers
still wait for their houses to appreciate
to avoid selling at discounts to the
original prices. As the law of supply

UK MAY LEAVE EU,
HOUSING GLOOMY,
& APPLE SLUMPS

states, price rises as supply falls. S&P/
Case-Shiller home price index shows
a perfectly positive trend for 2012,
steadily rising each month from 136.7
in January to 144.1 in November 2012.
With appreciating private property,
there is hope to see more consumer
spending incited by wealth effect.
Many
economists,
including
Robert J. Shiller, a famous economics
professor at Yale, remain skeptical
about the effects of housing market
recovery, pointing to the general
sluggish economic growth and
high unemployment. The common
forecast for the market settles on
the slow growth of the home prices
and continuing decline of shadow
inventory (foreclosed homes not yet on
sale).
After the earnings report release
on Jan. 23, Apple shares dropped
dramatically, robbing the company
of its number one stock title. The
stock price dropped and still remains
below $500 per share. The earnings
report uncovered the slowest profit
growth since 2003 and launched lively
speculation about the company’s
future.
News may not be as bad as it seems.
Last week, 80 percent of analysts in
Bloomberg’s database still rated Apple
as “buy.”
Reportedly, Apple is preparing a
response to smartphones competition.
The company is developing a lowerend iPhone.
Apple also plans to increase its
quarterly dividend and buy back $10
billion in stock during the next three
years.
On the bright side, the company
raised its revenue by 67 percent in
China. Apple increased the number of
retail outlets from 7,000 to 17,000 in a
year and will continue to expand.

Timothy Cook, Apple CEO
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On Tuesday, January 30, Syrian
military officials issued a statement
that Israeli jets carried out air strikes
in Syrian territory. Two people were
killed and five were injured in what
is presently believed to be an attack
on a military research center near
Damascus, the capital. In recent
days Israeli officials have expressed
concerns that Syrian missiles and
chemical weapons could fall into the
hands of Lebanese militants such as
Hezbollah.
A recent storm system has
wreaked havoc across the central

United States. It is estimated that
60,000 people between Ohio and the
Gulf Coast are without electricity
as a result of the storms. A tornado
on a Georgia Highway overturned
many cars, killing one man. A man
in Tennessee died when high winds
knocked over a tree onto the shed he
was taking shelter in.
In the latest development in
the gun control debate, former
Representative Gabrielle Giffords
pleaded with Congress to curb gun
violence. Giffords, a Democrat from
Arizona, survived a 2011 attack that

resulted in a gunshot to her own
head and left six people dead. She
applealed to Congress, arguing, “Too
many children are dying… We must
do something. It will be hard. But the
time is now.”

On Sunday, January 27, a fire
in a Brazilian nightclub killed
235 people. While 20 survivors are
thought to have escaped unharmed,
they have all been admitted to
hospitals suffering from chemical
pneumonia, a respiratory disease
that is caused by inhaling toxic
fumes. This brings the total number

www.thecowl.com

of victims in hospitals to 141, 70 of
whom are in critical condition. Police
say that the fire was caused by cheap
fireworks originally designed for
outdoor use.
Brendan Marrocco, the first
American soldier to lose all four of
his limbs and survive during the
Iraq War, has received a double-arm
transplant. He was injured in 2009
by a roadside bomb. Doctors believe
that the nerves in Marrocco’s arms
will regenerate at a rate of one inch
per month. He says that he is looking
forward to biking, swimming, and
driving with his new limbs.
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Adios America,
Hello Argentina!

On Applying to Study Abroad
by Jenn Giffels ’14
Commentary Staff
abroad
Seven months ago, I first sat down to
begin my study abroad application. I knew
which country I wanted to go to, which
program I wanted to go through, and I
was so excited to have finally convinced
my parents to let me go that I couldn’t
wait to submit the application. Now, seven
months and an acceptance letter later, it
still doesn’t feel real that I’m at the end of
what seemed like a never-ending process
to spend this semester abroad.
Between obtaining permission from
Providence College, asking professors
for recommendation letters, writing
essays for my program, and filling out
financial aid forms, it’s safe to say the
application process is not necessarily easy
or direct. Even the elation of finally getting
accepted is soon stifled when the program
emails lists upon lists of pre-departure
reading and assignments, items to pack,
recommended immunizations, and yes,
more forms.
But how many essays have we
all written in our time? Remember
those tedious college applications,
FASFA forms, SAT scores having to be
sent, updating your health records?
Applying to study abroad is akin to a
smaller version of applying to college;
the process is nothing new or too
excruciating. Which is why, I think, I
almost got lost in all the parts of the
monotonous application process and
often times forgot the end result.
Even though I leave for Argentina in
less than a month, it still hasn’t completely
registered what I’m about to do. Being
accepted into the program and sharing this
great news with everyone was thrilling,
but it was still so far off. When my family,
co-workers, and friends from home ask
when I’m going back to school, I say
Feb. 25 and explain that it’s because I’m
studying abroad. These have just seemed
like words, the hard facts, and when I say
them I rarely envision what the 25th will
be like: sitting on a plane for 15 hours en
route to South America.
Watching the rest of the PC community
move back in and start classes without me
was probably the weirdest part. Even most
students studying abroad this semester
have already left, and their pictures plaster
Facebook and Instagram. Along with
feeling detached from everyone beginning
the semester comes excitement from
knowing mine is soon to begin in Argentina.
Now that all the paper work is over, my
two-month extended winter break is finally
dwindling down, and I have to fit my life
into a suitcase, maybe this trip will actually
begin to feel more like real life. I have a
feeling, however, that until I step foot in the
airport, it won’t be completely real.
I couldn’t be more excited about this
trip, yet I have absolutely no idea what to
expect. I can look at pictures and ask other
people about their experiences, but when
it comes down to it, anticipation is strange
when you don’t know exactly what you’re
excited about.
While it seemed like the application
process and the waiting would never end, I
now have about three weeks until all those
forms and signatures translate into a semester
in Argentina. Here’s to wishing you all an
exciting and successful spring semester!

Athleticism and Academics
by Tommy Cody ’13
Senior Commentary Writer
society

When it comes to student-athletes
these days the title “student” is often seen
as dubious at best. There are currently
35 Division I athletics programs that are
facing NCAA penalties for the 20122013 seasons. With top-profile athletics
programs like Florida State and UConn
landing in hot water over academic
violations, the general public has begun
to doubt that many athletes deserve to
be at universities in the first place, and
on full ride scholarships nonetheless.
These accusations do not seem that
unreasonable when there are scandals like
Florida State’s. During the reign of head
football coach Bobby Bowden, members
of the university’s athletics support
program allegedly supplied answers to
tests for athletes, and in other cases, wrote
papers for them. The corruption seems to
reach beyond just individual athletes and
incriminates institutions as a whole.
Although the publicity surrounding
student-athletes seems to be nothing
but bad news, I believe that studentathletes on the whole are being unfairly
labeled. Although I cannot speak for
other institutions, I can confidently say
that this is the case for student-athletes at
Providence College.
The fact of the matter is that, as is
often the case with situations like this, the
only news that we hear is bad news. The
bad behavior is limited to a very small
percentage of athletes and, unfortunately
,they tend to be high-profile individuals.
What we often forget is that the majority
of student-athletes, as the NCAA’s corny
commercial states, will be going pro in
something other than sports, and the vast
majority of them take full advantage of
their scholarships and the opportunities
they are given.
As a writing tutor, I have had the
privilege to work with a number of
student-athletes and have, on the whole,
been impressed. Oftentimes tutors will
not even be aware that they are working
with student-athletes until after the

session is over or until their name
pops up in an email from the
athletics department lauding
their achievements in their
respective sports. But
I do not expect you
to simply take my
word for this, so let’s go to the numbers.
IntheOfficeofAcademicServices’yearly
report, student-athlete’s performances
were recorded and compared with the
average Providence College students’
performance. For the spring semester of
2012, 26.6% (93/350) student-athletes made
the Dean’s list, a very high percentage. At
the end of the 2012 spring semester, 63%
(220/349) of student-athletes earned a total
term grade point average of 3.0 or higher.
Although the average term grade point
average for student-athletes is lower than
that of the average undergraduate student
population, the difference is very small.
Student-athletes have an average GPA
of 3.09, while the general population of
PC students has an average GPA of 3.28.
We must keep in mind that a smaller
sample size for student-athletes means
that outliers, students whose GPAs are
uncommonly low, have a greater effect
on the average GPA than they would
on the larger sample size of the general
population.
Of course there are exceptions, and

some athletes do take advantage
of the College and fail to
perform at a respectable
academic level. However,
they are exactly that,
exceptions. W e
often overlook the
fact that student-athletes are expected to
complete the same amount of work as
the average student but with a far more
strenuous schedule. For better or worse,
student-athletes practically sign their lives
over to their coaches, which means their
time is highly regimented. Between up to
three hours of practice, an hour of weight
room training, and an hour with trainers,
plus a full course load, there is little time to
study.
The average student-athlete works
hard and performs at a high level, on
and off the field. The sooner we realize
this, the sooner we will be able to look at
scandals like Florida State’s and UConn’s
and realize that they are not the norm. We
will be able to refrain from tagging every
student-athlete with a negative stereotype.
I am not saying that you should pity
student- athletes, but I am suggesting that
we show a little more respect for their
ability to juggle being a Division I athlete
and a full-time student. The numbers do
not lie. The average student-athlete is,
contrary to popular belief, a good student.

Political Stalemate: Minimizing Gun Violence
by Matt Santos ’14
Commentary Staff
society
In the past year, the United States
has borne witness to profoundly
disturbing acts of mass violence
which have created a sense of
revulsion, fear, and anger throughout
the country. From these sad events,
an ubiquitously publicized political
debate has occupied much of the
attention of the nation: that of
increasing measures of gun control.
The gravity of this year’s events show
that these measures must be taken.
The simple fact that these events
have occurred in such a close
proximity to one another suggests
that some action should be taken.
While I believe that the long-term
method by which these occurrences
can be stopped goes far beyond
simply increasing gun control, it
certainly is not a bad start.
Proponents of gun possession
cite the several reasons for the
implementation and persistence

of the Second Amendment to the
Constitution. First, one could point to
the citizen’s need to be able to defend
oneself against the government, just
as the American colonists were able
to during the Revolutionary War.
Practically speaking, in the year 2013,
would such a citizen army, armed with
store-bought guns, stand any remote
chance against the technological
capacities of our military? Citing
this historical example, then, seems
absurd in a modern light. Second,
one points to an American citizen’s
right to protect his or her home from
intruder. I would certainly grant this
need, one which could be fulfilled
with a handgun or hunting rifle, not
by the kind of assault weapons which
caused such destruction in Aurora
and Sandy Hook.
After all, think of the name of these
weapons. They are assault rifles. Not
weapons of defense, not those meant
to protect, not those meant for sport,
but those meant to kill. They are
firearms designed to produce the
greatest number of casualties in the
shortest amount of time. Defending
the idea of self-defense seems void,

and for these reasons, they should
not be so readily available. Keep
the weapons smaller and defensive.
Leave the allowed number of
rounds to an amount conducive to
home defense. Allow those who
hunt for sport to do so, but take the
measures to ensure that those who
possess hunting rifles are stable and
competent enough to wield them for
their purpose.
What strikes me as particularly
frustrating in this entire debate is its
politically polarized nature. As with
many other debates in Washington,
the positions seem starkly delineated
according to political party, leaving
the possibility for compromise
undermined
and
ineffective.
Following this past presidential
election, I hoped that freshly
inspired lawmakers would be able
to work together in a more effective
way. However, with resistance to
compromise present in the decisions
regarding the fiscal cliff and now the
gun control debate, it’s disconcerting
to see more of the same, even in
regards to public safety. I only hope
they prove me wrong.
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It is easy to forget just how
important the G-drive is to The
Cowl. As the central container of
information, jpegs, and general
tomfoolery, it is single-handedly
the greatest tool at our disposal.
But the G-drive has become
somewhat of an unsung hero,
always coming through for us
and never getting the credit. It
not only allows us to function
every single day, but also
acts as a virtual time-portal,
connecting the past with the
present.
However,
sorting
through
the G-drive is like trailblazing in the
Amazon: difficult and grating.
There are folders from as far
back as four years ago
containing documents that
are no longer relevant. Yet it also
contains valuable manuals, advertising
records, and instruction sheets. Going
through the drive, we often wonder,
“Why hasn’t anyone cleaned this out?
Why hasn’t anyone sorted through this
drive and kept what was needed and
deleted the rest?”
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Well, Dara and I have been wondering
the same thing for a few months now
and finally put the G-drive through its
first round of filtration. We needed to
take more time to organize our tradition
in order to retain the essentials and toss
out the rest.
Tradition, while valuable, often goes
unfiltered. We value tradition because
we see it as a collection of time-tested
truths and methods. However, there is a
danger in assuming this about tradition
and accepting it unquestionably as
a result. The danger is that, over the
course of generations, tradition will
remain thoroughly untested. In fact, it
may just become an irrelevant collection
of outdated methods. Tradition is
valuable and time-tested only if each
generation questions it mercilessly. The
valuables survive the successive rounds
of questioning, and the junk gets filtered
out. The instant we begin viewing
tradition as a flawless and supreme
guide to the future is the same instant
this view falsifies itself.
Contemplating tradition is especially
important for second-semester Cowlers.
It is a semester of transition, where
senior editors begin training their
successors and passing on their acquired
knowledge. I hope our successors
question everything we did–both the
successful and the unsuccessful–so
that they find out how to succeed more
efficiently and fail with less frequency.

Gay Marriage: An Issue of Legality, Not Religion
by Nathan McGuire ’16
Commentary Staff
rhode island
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On Thursday, January 24, the
openly gay Speaker of the R.I. House
of Representatives, Gordon Fox,
presided over a 51 to 19 vote in favor
of an historic marriage equality bill.
While the bill was met with
favorable approval from the majority
in the House, it will have to overcome
steeper opposition in the Senate if
proponents of the legislation wish to
see it become law.
The Senate version of the bill
was referred to the Senate Judiciary
Committee, where its 10 members are
sharply divided on the issue. Four
members are on record as opposing
the bill, while four are in favor of it.
Two members remain undecided on
the issue.
If the bill were to advance beyond
the committee, it would meet even
stronger opposition on the floor of the
Senate, where much of the Democratic
majority, including Senate President
Paiva Weed and Majority Leader
Dominick Ruggerio, opposes same-sex
marriage.
Most opponents of the bill argue
their position based on moral or
religious convictions, while most
proponents see the issue as one of civil
rights.
While some may refuse religious
recognition of same-sex couples,
believing God intended for marriage to
be between one man and one woman,
our Constitution inherently ensures
that every American is equal under
the law. That is, every American,
regardless of race, religion, gender, or
sexual orientation, should be afforded
equal rights by the government.
While those opposed to marriage
equality have the right to pronounce
their opinions, the beliefs of particular
religious factions should not trump
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The House of Representatives passed the marriage equality bill, but it has yet to become law.

the explicit legal intentions of the
Constitution.
Republican State Senator Dawson
Hodgson, a co-sponsor of the Senate
bill, broke with his party’s conventions,
saying, “Marriage is a collection of
rights, benefits, and privileges, and
when the government confers those
rights on any two individuals, they have
to be available to any two individuals
under the law.” Thus, because the
government allows one man and one
woman to marry under the law, so too
must the government allow one man to
marry another man and one woman to
marry another woman.
While many Americans hold a
traditional view of marriage, the
marriage debate should be considered

strictly in a legal context when
deliberated
within
government
because the government is beholden
to the power of the Constitution. On
the issue of equality, the Constitution
is quite clear in asserting that all
Americans are equal.
Currently, Rhode Island is the only
state in New England that does not
recognize same-sex marriages. The
Senate Judiciary Committee will likely
hear public testimony on the bill in the
spring. PC students, particularly those
interested in politics, are conveniently
close to the State House, and should
take advantage of their rights to open
government. All committee meetings
are open to the public.
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Politicking

Government policy is one of the most powerful external forces affecting our
nation. As I was putting together the section this week, I realized that the bulk of
the articles pertain to politics: gun violence, marriage equality, and Afghanistan.
Members of this staff took part in the March for Life this past week as well. The
abortion debate is still as heated as it was 40 years ago, and as a society, we are not
any closer to overturning Roe v. Wade. However, the passion is there, and political
engagement has yet to disappear. Hats off to my staff who took their time to reflect
on political issues, to all those who participated in the March for Life (and those
who may have protested it), and to individuals who regularly vote and participate
in politics at all levels, because politicking is a unique privilege in American society.
—Genevieve Ilg ’14

Keep Your Clothes On
Despite being accustomed to the quick change of a dancer and dressing in a
locker room as an athlete, walking down the dorm hallway scantily covered in only
a towel still feels alien to me. I don’t like knowing that with one small mishap I could
be left standing in only my birthday suit. Plus, in a dorm, there’s a possibility that a
member of the opposite sex could be lurking in the hall. Where’s the privacy? When
you see that member of the opposite sex, do you run, scream, or own the hallway
like it’s a runway as if it’s normal to be seen half naked? I recommend the latter. Just
keep it cool and forget about the peeping-Toms in the hall.
—Kelly Sullivan ’15

Live the Motto
I was one of those freshmen who arrived at PC with a declared major and an
intention to pursue a certain career. Two years later, both have fallen by the wayside
as I’ve come to realize how little of a correlation there is between personal fulfillment
and worldly ambition. Yes, do find yourself a job, but don’t lose sight of what PC has
given you besides a diploma on a résumé. “Be transformed” is our motto. I had no
idea what that phrase entailed when I received my acceptance letter in the mail, but
I do now. I hope that before you graduate you may too.
—Beatriz Forster ’14

by Fr. James Cuddy, O.P.
Campus Chaplain

An Unexpected Role Model in Ray Lewis
Ray Lewis is one of the greatest
and most colorful football players
of all time. But the Baltimore Ravens
linebacker is getting the wrong kind
of attention in the days leading up to
the Super Bowl. He’s being dogged
by questions of whether he used
performance-enhancing substances
in his quest to return from a serious
injury.
Now there’s a chance that Ray Ray
(also nicknamed “Raytorious L52”)
might be out of his mind. But it’s not
because he was looking to speed up
his recovery from a torn triceps. It’s
because of the lengths he was willing
to go to get back on the field.
The transcript of a purported phone
call between the embattled star and
the owner of an alternative-medicine
company reveals that Lewis was
instructed to put holographic stickers
on his right elbow and sleep in front
of a beam-ray light programmed with
frequencies for tissue regeneration
and pain relief. (Okay.) He was then
supposed to drink negatively charged
water. (Sounds delicious, I guess.)
Finally, Lewis was instructed to take
10 deer-antler pills that would rebuild
his brain through the small intestine,
while using spritzes of deer-antler
velvet extract every two hours. (Wait...
what?)
If you’re keeping score at home,
it’s the deer-antler products that are
controversial and may have illegal
performance-enhancing properties.
(This comes as a shock to me. I want
to take this opportunity to come clean:

I use several spritzes of the velvet
extract just before celebrating the 10:30
Mass each week.)
Love him or hate him, you have
to admit that Lewis’ passion and
determination are unmatched. This
guy wants to play—he needs to play—
and there’s nothing he won’t do to get
himself in the game.
As my thoughts turn to the spiritual
life—this is Faith Matters, after all—I
wonder if I have the kind of intensity
that Lewis has for the gridiron. What
am I willing to do to be holy? To what
lengths will I go to become the man
that God made me to be?
There are plenty of us who
wouldn’t mind being godly men and
women, so long as it doesn’t cost us
anything. So long as it doesn’t make
us examine the way we think, the way
we speak, and the way we act. We’re
content to give God a little bit of time
during the week, but are hesitant to
allow him into the rest of our lives. I
wrestle with that attitude in myself,
and I bet you do too.
But God doesn’t just want part of
us. He wants the whole enchilada.
The Lord’s divine heart burns for us
with an unspeakably intense love, and
in return he asks us to love him with
all our heart, with all our soul, and all
our strength, holding nothing back.
He wants us to go to any length in the
pursuit of holiness, that in so doing we
might become deliriously happy.
And so for the first and probably
only time, I make this prayer: Lord,
make me more like Ray Lewis.

The Unknown Victims of Illegal Business
Opium Poppy Cultivation Leads to Abuse of Youth in Afghanistan

by Christina Moazed ’15
Commentary Staff
international
How much money do you think
you’re worth? Unfortunately, I am
not referring to your quintessential
post-graduate income. The going rate
that Afghan parents charge to sell
their children today is a whopping
$2,000 amidst insolvent economic
conditions. The practice of parents
selling their children is an ancient
cultural tradition that drug smugglers
are exploiting. Ultimately, the global
demand for opium cultivation is
responsible for the corruption of
Afghan children and will continue to
exist until expansionary awareness
and action is executed.
Since
Afghanistan
currently
supplies 90% of the world’s opium
poppy, the source of heroin, the
government has been attempting to
destroy the poppy crops. In turn,
dependent farmers submissively sell
their children to drug lords in order
to pay back their debt. A father who
refused to sell his daughter was
beheaded. Girls are primary targets
used to transport drugs and serve as
sex slaves. One captured girl who fled
revealed, “They wouldn’t allow me
to change my clothes. They wouldn’t
give me soap to wash them. They
did every possible cruelty to me. I
really fear that those smugglers will
take me again.” Victims who have
escaped are incapable of finding
safety to avoid being recaptured and
eventually submit themselves to drug

lords out of hunger. Amidst these
disheartening conditions, 70% of girls
are accustomed to marrying around
age 10, thereby encountering further
difficulties.
The government understands the
consequential effects of destroying
the crops, but careless policymakers
would rather enslave young boys
and girls than allow opium trade to
contiue. Ralph Waldo Emerson once
said, “Society is a wave. The wave
moves onward, but the water of which
it is composed does not.” Nevertheless,
both internal and external political
policies can be enforced. In a CNN
interview on January 25, 2013, reporter
Najibullah
Quraishi
explained,
“The UN and NATO International
Security Assistance Force will tell
you it’s not their responsibility, nor
do they advocate the destruction, the
eradication of the poppy. But they
supply the protection for the police
to actually do it. So they’re saying
on one hand, we have nothing to
do with this. But the Afghan police
couldn’t do without NATO support.”
Furthermore,
President
Obama
intends to remove all troops from
Afghanistan by 2014. If all foreign and
domestic authorities involved put
their hands in the air, who will take
a stand?
We are afraid of the truth. Sadly,
children are facing the consequences
and will forever be stolen at heart.
The New York Times reported on
November 20, 2012, “Opium poppy
cultivation rose substantially in
2012 in an alarming trend, despite
a major opium eradication effort by
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In Afghanistan, girls are targets used to transport drugs and serve as sex slaves.

Afghan governors.” Meanwhile, there
are no reported efforts to impose
civil protection and securitization.
Imagine if the efforts to smuggle
drugs, rape adolescents, and violently
exploit weaponry were aimed

toward improving society. The
innocent victims bound to dismal
circumstances are waiting alongside
the policymakers who are guarding
their eyes from the truth.
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DON’T YOU DESERVE THE BEST ?
309 Huxley Avenue

Walk out your door and on to campus.
Perfect for a group of four or five students,
this beautiful house comes with a full
kitchen including new appliances, wifi,
off-street parking, fireplace, washer and
dryer, alarm system, patio, garage and
front porch.
Contact M. Perry at 401-334-4045 or mper7124@cox.net for details.
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In Honor of Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr...
In recent years, the Providence College
community has begun a new legacy of
recognizing the life and efforts of Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., the purpose of
which is to continue his message of unity in
diversity and respect for all peoples. Included
in this series of events are a Day of Service,
Church Visit, Vigil of Remembrance, and a
lecture by a selected faculty member.

Photos Courtesy of Jacob J. Weaver
Vigil Photos Taken and Layout
Designed by Saadia Ahmad ’14,
Photo Editor
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What is the worst gift you
have ever received?

“A note written on a tissue.”
Kate Douglas ’15 , Emily Hebel ’15

“A stuffed mouse holding a
candle from the 1960s.”
Lindsey Krupa ’15

“Steve the pirate for Christmas.”
Julian Oakley ’16

Page 14
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“Someone sang me a song,
it was awkward!”
Rory Healy ’14

“A shower cap.”
Gabriella Galeazzi ’15

“A Lilly Putilzer planner,
but I don’t use planners!”
Shayna Kaufmann ’13

“A used iTunes
giftcard!”
Natalie Pino ’15, Kristen Grant ’15

Photography
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SAADIA AHMAD ’14/ THE COWL
ABOVE:
On Wednesday, January 30, the Career Education Center, Office of Alumni Relations, and the Mal Brown Club sponsored an Alumni-Student
Networking Night, which brought in over 70 alumni.

SAADIA AHMAD ’14/ THE COWL

ABOVE LEFT:
Campus Ministry held its biannual Open House on Monday evening,
inviting students to learn more about the 26 different student groups.

SAADIA AHMAD ’14/ THE COWL

ABOVE RIGHT:
On Wednesday evening, the Office of the President held a reception
and dinner for students and mentors of the Multicultural Student
Transition Program.
RIGHT:
On Monday, January 28, SAIL held its biannual Student Involvement
Fair, featuring over 70 student groups.

Super Bowl Sunday

by Julia Christ ’13
MORGAN PEKERA ’15/ THE COWL

Compiled by Saadia Ahmad ’14, Photo Editor, and Rebecca Brophy ’13, Assistant Photo Editor
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2013 Movie Preview
by Kelly Laske ’13
A&E Staff
MOVIES
At the start of every year,
there is always anticipation and
excitement as to which movies are
going to thrive at the box office
and which ones will not. 2013 is
not just any other year.
More sequels are coming out
this year than ever before, and
many are attempting to live up
to the success of the original.
This year’s movies range from
action-packed superhero films to
romantic comedies to animated
films. Some of the most talked
about films to coming out this year
are Oz the Great and Powerful,
The Great Gatsby, Grown Ups
2, Monsters University, and
Anchorman 2. No matter what
genre you enjoy watching, it is
safe to say 2013 will have it.

When people see the title Oz
the Great and Powerful they
think, oh, great…Hollywood
is going to spoil the legacy
of the classic The Wizard of
Oz by attempting to remake
it. Movie goers should be
pleasantly surprised to know
that this is not a remake but a
prequel about the life of the
Wizard. Dropping into theaters
on March 8, the movie tells the
story of the Wizard and how
he became someone special in
Oz. James Franco plays Oscar
Diggs, a man whose hot air
balloon makes its way to a place
like no other. Oz the Great and
Powerful also stars Michelle
Williams and Mila Kunis.
The media was buzzing
when news broke out that there
would be a movie about the
novel The Great Gatsby. People
were quickly predicting
who would play the
handsome
Gatsby
and the crazy Daisy
Buchanan.
This
novel has already
been made into
a movie four

times, but it is said that this version
starring Leonardo DiCaprio and
Carey Mulligan is set to be the
best. Although people often have
high expectations for books turned
into movies, the cast and crew of
Gatsby are doing their best to
please viewers because they know
how celebrated the book still is.
With its extravagant costumes
and beautiful setting, The Great
Gatsby, set to be released on May
10, seems ready to impress.
Back in 2010, the hit movie
Grown Ups was a smash hit at the
box office because of its all-star
cast and hilarious script. Not many
producers can get a cast like Adam
Sandler, Chris Rock, Kevin James,
David Spade, and Rob Schneider to
all sign on to one movie. It is even
harder to get a star-studded cast to
do it all over again. Grown Ups is
a movie about longtime childhood
friends who reunite and take their
families on an outdoorsy vacation.
This time around the movie is sure
to get some laughs when Adam
Sandler’s character, Lenny, moves
his family back to the town where
he made these best friends. Grown
Ups 2 is set to be released July 12.
There were mixed reactions
when the news broke that Pixar

Animation would be releasing
another Monsters, Inc. on June 21.
With the prequel’s crazy success,
many believe it will be hard
for this installment to compete.
Pixar knows what they are doing
and decided to make Monsters
University, a prequel that takes
place a decade before the first
movie, when Mike and Sully
meet freshman year of college.
Finally, on March 28, 2012, fans
of the very quoteable Anchorman
were pleasantly surprised to find
out on Conan that there will be an
Anchorman 2 set to come out on
Dec. 20. One of the most famous
news anchors, Ron Burgundy,
is back. While the plot is still
unknown and top secret, one of
the producers revealed that they
have been having trouble getting
through the production meetings
because no one can stop laughing.
Let us wait and see if the 2013
box office will live up to its
extremely high expectations.
PHOTOS COURTESY HDFREEWALLPAPERS.COM
PHOTOS COURTESY SANTABANTA.COM
PHOTOS COURTESY COLLIDER.COM

NO AFFILIATION: Non-profit Takes Off
Continued from front page

No Affiliation has since been able to expand.
The program is currently run at Beatbox
Recording Studio in Pawtucket, R.I., where
youth are able to work with music producer
Edgar Cruz. Horn is enthusiastic about the
influence the program has had thus far.
“In total, it would be safe to say that
over 100 individuals have recorded and
participated with us. This being said, the
YouTube videos, campaigns, and released
albums add additional listeners and
participants as they become a part of the
movement,” said Horn. “With YouTube
hits in excess of 100,000 for our artists, it
is inspiring to say that many in Providence
are in some way involved with NA.”
Since graduating, Horn and Kreczko
have been met with the challenges
of continuing the program while
employed in New York and Connecticut,
respectively. Horn dedicates most of his
time off to commuting to Providence
for recording sessions, while Kreczko
has been using his free time to develop
connections for No Affiliation’s entrance
into the Connecticut market, as well
as to organize a fundraising concert.
“It has been inspiring to see the
dedication and independent motivation
my participants in our program have
had to No Affiliation and its cause,”
said Horn. “In many ways, this amazing
transformation wouldn’t have been

possible without the required level of
responsibility each participant has.”
Sam Burr ’11 has also been actively
involved with No Affiliation since his
time at PC, taking part in recording
sessions and performing with NA artist
Adonis Da Don at the College’s Midnight
Madness event in 2011. Burr is now a NA
artist himself, known as SAMiAM, and
recently released his first EP, theMoon&i,
which features No Affiliation artists. His
first music video, “Sweep My Lungs
Away,” produced by Euphony, was
released earlier this week on Jan. 29.
On wearing a spacesuit around Boston
while filming, Burr commented, “[The
kids] loved it. It’s always for the kids.”
Aside from being a technology
marketing professional and photographer
for Friarbasketball.com, Burr has been
rapping since high school. He began to
collaborate with Horn after the two were
rugby teammates at PC. When introduced
to No Affiliation’s initiative, Burr
“jumped on board, haven’t looked back.”
“Music is my creative outlet that gives
me the opportunity to live a double life
outside of the corporate culture,” said
Burr, whose sold-out EP release party
took place at the Precinct Bar in Boston on
Dec. 22, where he performed with N.A.’s
own Dru Barells, Love Dele, and Miss Jai
Hill. “Music is a medium for me to bring
my friends from college, high school, and
people from all walks of life together in

one room, having a good time, as well as
an opportunity to challenge myself daily.”
Burr is helping No Affiliation to
bridge the gap between the young hiphop artists he collaborates with and
the college-aged audience, hoping this
will increase the program’s success.
“The advice I would give to anyone
just starting out is to embrace any
negativity and turn it positive. Don’t
lose focus,” said Burr, who finds his
inspiration everywhere. “I’m blessed to
have each day. I’m just chasing my heart.”
In the future, No Affiliation plans to grow
its influence throughout New England. “We
are working with a CEO of Jeff McClusky
& Associates, an independent music
promotion company out of Chicago, to help
guide their entrance into the industry and to
build the necessary connections to one day
become a label invested program which
provides development through funding
given to promising youth in New England
in exchange for exclusivity rights on artists
coming out of the program,” explained Horn.
With exciting changes to come, No
Affiliation’s mission speaks more loudly
than ever, a message symbolized in
its very name. Horn emphasizes, “No
Affiliation represents the idea of having
participants cut the negative ties in their
lives and become aligned with music and
expression rather than a gang or crew.”
PHOTO COURTESY OF SAM BURR

Want to get involved?
Want some free music?

E-mail Chris Horn:
chorn1@friars.providence.edu
Like No Affiliation on Facebook &
Check out the YouTube channels of N.A.
artists Dru Barella, Adonis Da Don, Halo,
SAMiAM, and @Lovedele.
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Drama in The Office
by Marisa Urgo ‘14
A&E Staff
TELEVISION

The best thing about NBC’s The
Office is that you can depend on it for
hilarious consistency. The characters’
personalities have not changed over the
years and have always provided us with
laughter. However, last night, Jenna
Fischer (Pam) tweeted, “I’m seriously on
pins and needles wondering how fans
will react to The Office tonight. Tonight
changes everything. Ahhhhh!!!” As a
dedicated fan, I became worried. I love
The Office so much that I was not sure I
could handle change. Yet, Jenna Fischer
was correct. In the episode “Customer
Loyalty,” which premiered on Jan. 24,
we saw quite a few unfamiliar events
occur.
Jim and Pam are the show’s main
couple and a prime example of two
people very much in love. The show
tracked their relationship from the
very beginning, when Jim had a crush
on Pam but she was already engaged
to Roy. We were lucky enough to see
their whole relationship develop, from
dating, to their wedding, to having
their children. They respect each
other, treat each other well, and most
importantly, love each other. However,
on “Customer Loyalty,” we got to see a
side of their relationship we had never
seen before—a fight.
On sitcoms, it is unusual to have
dramatic moments such as a serious
quarrel. Jim has started his own
company, Athlead, but the company
is not yet financially stable. It is also

located in Philadelphia, while the job
that pays, Dunder Mifflin, and his home,
are three hours away (with traffic). Pam
is struggling with being a single parent
for a couple of days a week, especially
when the business is not lucrative. On
“Customer Loyalty,”the two had their
first recorded fight when Jim became
angry with Pam for not filming their
daughter’s dance recital. Pam felt that
Jim had no right to be angry when
he could not be there himself. Even
more extraordinary, a “documentary
crew member” came to comfort Pam,
marking the first time we have ever
seen the “film crew” or have had more
insight into the documentary other than

just the confessionals.
Seeing the “perfect couple” have
an argument stirred up quite the
controversy among fans. Many were
outraged, fearing a divorce between
Jim and Pam. Other viewers became
frustrated with those upset, claiming
they were being irrational. Personally,
after watching the episode, I felt so
emotionally compromised that I felt
forced to eat half my weight in mac
and cheese. It was upsetting to watch
a couple we thought of as untouchable
be angry with each other, but then I
reminded myself that even “perfect”
couples can argue.
The issues Pam and Jim fought

over were real to any relationship. Just
because a couple argues does not mean
that they are going to get a divorce or
that they love each other any less. It
just means they have a conflict that
needs to be resolved. It was just an
argument, and it was an interesting
writing decision to show us all aspects
of Pam and Jim’s relationship. The Office
reminded us that even a sitcom can be a
reflection of real life, and hopefully, The
Office will show us that conflicts can be
solved and love is still strong.

PHOTOS COURTESY FORUMSERVER.TWOPLUSTWO.COM

EDITOR VS. EDITOR
This Week: Favorite Super Bowl Commercial

Sarah O’Brien

Sarah Dombroski

Her Choice: Budweiser Clydesdales Playing Football (1996)

Her Choice: E*Trade Baby Girlfriend (2010)

Her Views: Sure, this commercial probably didn’t make
four-year-old me reach for a cold one, but it’s a classic.
Powerful, majestic Clydesdales playing some football,
what says ’MERICA quite like that? As the pigskin sails
through the telephone pole goal posts, one cowboy asks
another, “Do they always do that?” only to learn, “Nah…
they usually go for two.” This is the epitome of a Super
Bowl commercial. You don’t agree, Sarah? Quit horsing
around or leave the neighborhood.

Her Views: This commercial advertently takes a dig
at Lindsay Lohan for being a milkaholic, a claim she
found so offensive she felt it necessary to take legal
action. For this, I thank you E*Trade, because she lost
the lawsuit, but you win for this ad. Everyone loves a
dubbed baby, and even more so, a dubbed baby howling
at the moon as a result of satisfaction from diversifying
his portfolio: AWWWOOOOOOOOH. But, we can all
agree that Lindsay’s, the milkaholic, cameo at the end
was the best, asking the question on everyone’s mind:
“MilkaWHAAAA?!” E*Trade’s suave baby with swagger
dominates any sexed-up ad trying to persuade those to
guard against volatility in the market, I think the only
thing that could beat an eloquent baby would be an
eloquent burger, so E*Trade, I raise you that.

Her Views on Dombroski: “Milkaholic”? Maybe we should
start calling PC students “cows,” since they’re so full
of milk. Now I finally understand why we’re called The
COWl…Sorry, but I’m milking this one. Ava’s wrath was
obviously over some spilled milk. And then there’s the
whole issue of child abuse...The kid is given a web cam and
free reign to talk about a financial corporation. He had to
be educated in financial matters at some point, and that’s
straight abuse, people. Falling under this commercial’s
charm is a parent trap (yeah Lohan, I went there). If you
like E*Trade Baby, you will GET PREGNANT AND DIE.

Her Views on O’Brien: Clydesdales are classic,
however, I find horses offensive and therefore reject
this ad. Although I would never bash a nice Bud Heavy,
and I think Clydesdales are a majestic emblem for the
classic American beer, physically it just does not work
for me. Conceptually, great, but seeing a commercial
combining the two taints my vision of Budweiser, and
to me, renders it skunked.
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The Lumineers Illuminate The Music Scene
by Haley Webster ‘14
A&E Staff
MUSIC
There is a short list of successful
things that have come out of the state
of New Jersey. I cannot actually think
of any off the top of my head right
now, aside from The Lumineers.
This rising folk rock band, made of
three New Jerseyans, got their start
playing shows in New Jersey and
New York all the way back in 2005.
Upon realizing that the Big Apple
was not the haven for up and coming
folk groups that they had imagined,
the group set out for Denver, Colo.,
where their reputation grew.
Fast-forward six years, and the
band released their self-titled first
album. “Ho Hey,” the album’s debut
single, circulated through indie
radio until landing in the hands of
Dualtone Records. Today it is nearly
impossible to listen to the radio or
get through a set of commercials
without hearing the familiar tune,
and you would be lying if you said
it is not an infectious sing along.
The band’s first major album
is a compilation of 11 tracks that
blend together to give the album
deep acoustic roots, a folk focus,
and simple lyrics that never fail to
tell an engaging story. Considered
part of the roots revival movement,
The Lumineers are in a category
among greats such as Mumford and
Sons and Edward Sharpe and the
Magnetic Zeros. While all 11 tracks

offer a different story, three tracks
define the album.
“Classy Girls”: This track is the
classic story of the tease at the bar.
With lyrics like, “It is what it is but
classy girls don’t kiss in bars like
this,” you are bound to feel bad for
the poor guy as he tries to impress
some bar hopper. While the lyrics
may not accurately represent your
own interactions at Providence’s
finest bars, that does not mean you
cannot relate to the crooning guy
who fell for the snarky girl.
The tempo quickens and slows

as this sudden bar-romance hits its
highs and lows, making it nearly
impossible to not get caught up in
the lyrics.
“Dead Sea”: There is a 90 percent
chance this track will break your
heart in the most delicate and
soothing way possible. The ornate
sadness that trickles through this
track is a reflection of the singers
Wesley Schultz and Josh Fraites’
heartbreaking loss of their best
friend to a drug overdose. The death
of a mutual friend is actually what
brought the two together, and the

band was a product of their mutual
appreciation for Americana-infused
musicians. The pained vocals
coupled with lyrics like “I don’t
gamble, but if I did I would bet on
us” make this a go-to track on the
album.
“Big Parade”: The Lumineers
have been accused of trying to Bob
Dylan-ize their tracks. Being a fan of
Dylan, I can say this is most certainly
true in the track “Big Parade.”
With a stomp-and-clap rhythm and
building strings, this track mirrors
Dylan’s best works. Like several
other tracks on the album, the track
builds momentum as each verse gets
louder than the previous. They make
sure not to explode too quickly,
though. Each verse is a touch louder.
The track ends with the rapid beating
of clapping and drums as the band
shows their inclination towards a
call and response chorus.
Rating: A –
The only way it could be better is if
there was one or two more laid back
tracks like “Dead Sea” or “Slow It
Down.” Regardless, The Lumineers
are definitely a band to watch.

PHOTOS COURTESY ROCKFORWARD.WORDPRESS.COM

NW : Zadie Smith’s Latest Literary Product
by Mary McGreal ‘15
A&E Staff
BOOKS
NW, published in 2012, is the
newest novel by British author,
Zadie Smith. Preceded by White
Teeth (which has made appearances
on various Providence College
syllabi), The Autograph Man, and
On Beauty, as well as a number
of essays and short stories, Smith
takes on the task of sharing the
stories of four thirty-somethingyear-old friends who grew up
in the same council housing in
northwest London.
Leah, Natalie (formerly known
as Keisha), Felix, and Nathan
may share the same roots, but
it quickly becomes obvious that
their lives have gone in unique
directions. Leah and her husband
are at a standstill as they struggle
to define their lives as a couple
and
individuals.
Natalie,
a
lawyer, has escaped her working
class background and seems
to be leading a picture perfect
life with her beautiful young
family. The realities of Felix and
Nathan’s lives differ dramatically
from the two women’s. As in her
previous novels, Smith addresses
race, gender, class, sexuality, and
religion, using her characters and
the situations they find themselves
in to explore the intersectionality
of these topics.
For me, NW fell short in terms
of character development in
comparison to the two other Smith

novels I have read. Had NW been
my first experience with Smith,
perhaps I would have questioned
her ability to create believable,
vivid,
and
well-rounded
characters, but I know this is not
the case.
Between White Teeth and On
Beauty, I could probably list a dozen
or more memorable characters,
describe them in detail, and
elaborate on their various quirks
and personalities. By the time I
finished reading White Teeth and
On Beauty, Archie Jones, Samad
Iqbal, Howard and Kiki Belsey,
and their respective families and
friends had practically become as
real as my family and friends in
my everyday life.
Unfortunately, this was not the
case with NW, as the characters

were momentarily interesting, but
forgettable. I am hard pressed to
remember what exactly happened
to Felix and Nathan. The women
fared a bit better, but only perhaps
because a larger portion of the
novel was dedicated to Leah and
Natalie and their relationship.
What drew me into White Teeth
and On Beauty was the richness of
the characters and the way they
seemed to leap off the page, but
NW did not do the same. However,
even with weaker characters,
Smith’s attention to detail in her
description of the settings and
situations of the story does not
disappoint, with a sense of stark
realism that exposes a raw London
that is more than just caricatures
and glossy tourist attractions.
Perhaps with a keener eye and

PHOTOS COURTESYTHECOMMONONLINE.ORG
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two or three years of postgraduate
education
in
English
and
sociology, I could do the myriad
of themes, allusions, and social
commentary related to the story
justice. However, as a casual
reader, I look for memorable
characters and scenarios, and NW
paled in comparison to Smith’s
previous novels. It is not to say
that a fan of Zadie Smith would
necessarily be disappointed by her
latest book.
It is not the worst book I have
ever read, it just was not the best.
It is different than her previous
novels, and sometimes change can
take a bit of time. Maybe Smith
is reinventing herself, much like
many of her characters do, and
we can only wait and see what she
comes up with next.
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Providence College Department of
Theatre, Dance and Film

presents

THE ILLUSION
by Tony Kushner
freely adapted from
Pierre Corneille’s
L’Illusion Comique

• • •
February 1-3 & 8-10
Angell Blackfriars Theatre
Providence College
401.865.2218 providence.edu/theatre
The art of illusion is the art of love, and the art of love
s the blood-red heart of the world.

~Alcandra Act II, The Illusion

The Cowl Web Staff
is hiring!
Do you love computers?
Do you obsess over The
Cowl every week?
Do you want to be lauded
for your technical prowess
by The Cowl staff?

If you checked one or more of the boxes above
then apply to The Cowl’s Web Staff !

Pick up an application at Slavin LL04 today!
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401-454-4800
401-454-4801
1005 Smith Street
Providence, RI 02908
Thursday: 11am-2am
Friday & Saturday: 11am-4am
Sunday-Wednesday: 11am-11am

ORDER ONLINE at NYPizzaRI.com
WE DELIVER!

Super Bowl Special!
· 100 WINGS FOR 60¢ EACH! ·

· 5 LARGE PIZZAS FOR $7 EACH! ADD A TOPPING FOR $1.50 EACH! ·
· 2 LARGE CHEESE PIZZAS & 24 WINGS FOR $28 ·
· GET 3 LARGE PIZZAS & GET 16 WINGS FOR FREE ·
· VISIT OUR SITE FOR FROZEN YOGURT, CHICKEN AND APPETIZER OPTIONS ·
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La Femme de Folie
by Keely Mohin ’14
Portfolio Editor
fiction
Iggy followed a smoky alleyway
towards the north end of town and held
her coat about her small, fragile body.
She tried with little success to deter
the incessant catcalling that found its
way to her from inside dilapidated
bars or behind the stinking dumpsters
that veiled the drugs and arms
deals of Albern’s more…colorful
inhabitants. But
determined

in her honorable, no, noble, mission
for certain truth, Iggy clung to her
backpack and grasped with aching
hands to the address of La Femme de
Folie.
“She has a gift, sweetheart,” Mrs. Barany,
Iggy’s theater professor, had said. “A true
gift. She will tell you things that will make
goose bumps appear in places you never
thought possible.”

And Iggy needed to be told things
she had never thought imaginable
because so much had happened in
the past month that she never thought
possible. The events of which included
a boy, one meaningful conversation,
and a scholarship to a graduate school
halfway across the country.
But before Iggy could delve into
the hidden meanings of events
recently passed, she found
herself at La Femme de
Folie’s storefront. A sign
with the clairvoyant’s
name
flickered
haphazardly overhead,
and here and there
the stool colored
shingles
hung
dangerously from
the
building’s
frame. A smell
of
marijuana
lingered in the air
(or perhaps it was
incense for the
divining process?)
and Iggy gulped
as she reached
up and tapped
with the rusted door
knocker.
Scuffling commenced
from inside, and Iggy
thought she heard the
clanging of glasses and
the mutterings of various
profanities
before
a
woman opened the door
with an exhausted sigh.
Her skin was wrinkled,
no, leathery, as if she
had spent far too much
time in the sun while
dark purple shadows
framed
her
green,
bloodshot
eyes.
Blood-red
lipstick
smeared her two
front teeth and a
lavender
turban
wrapped chaotically
about her head before
securing at the top with a
large brooch in the shape of
the Aquarius zodiac sign.
Genius, thought Iggy,
really is madness.
“If you’re here from
Verizon, I said I’d pay my bill
by the end of the month. I’m
good for my word.”
“Actually…actually
I’m
Iggy Jitters. I’m here for my
reading? We spoke on the
phone?”
“Ah, yes, Iggy dearest come
in, come in,” said La Femme
de Folie, her voice noticeably
airier, her carriage lighter.
Iggy followed La Femme de
Folie into the dark, musty house.
As she looked around the studio
apartment, she shied away from the
sink full of dishes, the overflowing

ashtray, and the strewn, half-emptied
bottles of alcohol.
“Sit, sit, sit.” Iggy followed La
Femme de Folie to a table in the far
right corner and sat down. La Femme
rolled her neck, massaged her temples,
and inhaled some mysterious scent
from a tin container.
“Now, dearest, before we begin,
so awkward really, but as for the
payment…”
“Oh, right, here.” Iggy reached into
her backpack, took out five 20 dollar
bills, and slid them across the table to
the diviner who then snatched them
away and stuffed them into her shirt.
“Now, ah, yes…right…yes,”
muttered La Femme. “I see you are
young, you are unsure, you’ve come
to me for certainty. I see…a school…
looming change…decisions.”
“Yes, that’s it, that’s just it. I’m so
confused about what I should be doing
with my life. You see, I haven’t much
experience with dating, but there’s this
boy…”
“I do see this boy. He’s new…you
aren’t sure where you stand with
him…you’re confused.”
“Yes, exactly. We’ve spoken a few
times.”
“Silence.” La Femme de Folie
demanded. She began humming
to herself, rocking in her chair, and
rapidly blinking her eyes.
“Mmm, yes. Yes. Ah, now I see.”
“What is it? What do you see?”
“You must decide if you want this
boy, if you want him enough. He
is your chance to enter the realm of
supernatural amour.”
“But I have another opportunity,
you see there’s this school...”
“No, you must succeed with the
boy or face certain loneliness the rest
of your days.”
Goosebumps appeared in places
Iggy never thought possible. She
opened her mouth to speak, but La
Femme de Folie had already stood
from her chair dramatically and began
unwrapping her turban with great
effort.
“The spirits have exhausted me. I
must rest now. Please, dearest, you
must excuse me.”
Iggy wiggled into her coat and
gathered her backpack before La
Femme unceremoniously discharged
her from the smoky establishment.
Outside the wind began to pick up,
and Iggy pulled up her hood to protect
her face against the cold.
But she didn’t mind the chill so
much. She dug into her bag, pulled out
the acceptance letter from Stanford,
and left it to waste away in a puddle
beside the storefront of the legendary
La Femme de Folie.

Illustration by
Casey Lynch ’14
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Box
Painted
Red
Too Good for

the Wind

by Justin Fernandez ’15
Portfolio Staff

Close my eyes and block my ears,
Find the box without a name.
Pack my heart and keep it hid;
I never want to feel again.
Oh in the north the winds are cold,
But I run around without a care.
With lips so blue and skin so tough
Who would care to look inside?
And words they can be hard to say
When all my friends they look away.
The ones who are too hard to find
Are pushed away when I turn blind.

by Mason Sciotti ’15
Asst. Portfolio Editor
fiction
“Boone, I swear to God if you throw
one more rock at me I will throw you
off of this mountain.” Burke had been
hiking all day, and his patience was
wearing thin. The mountain wasn’t
trying on his attitude, but the day
itself was. Storm clouds threatened
overhead, and the wind picked up
as the two boys climbed skywards.
“I’ve got enough to worry about aside
from getting knocked unconscious if
by some miracle your aim improves
enough to actually hit me.”
“Hey, sorry man, I was just jokin’
around.” Boone’s thoughts had been
wandering since the moment the two
boys had started the drive up, and
to be honest, he didn’t even realize
that he had absentmindedly been
throwing rocks. It was cathartic, in a
way. Pick up a rock, roll it around in
the palm of your hand, toss it in the
air a few times, catch, throw, repeat.
He was midway through the ritual,
looking up at the rock he had just
tossed in the air. For a brief second, the
sun dared to show its face. The rock
covered it, and by the time it crashed
back to earth, the fire had gone out,
snuffed by the sea of grey and black
that loomed overhead. “We should
hurry up, man. Too much longer and
we’ll get caught in this storm, and I’m
not tryin’ to swim today.”
“Well, move your ass then, dude.”
Burke was going as fast as he could,
and he knew Boone was, too. They
were crawling up the mountain, like
a couple of snails trying to conquer
the Empire State Building, but there
was nothing they could do. The
weight of everything pressed down
on them. Together, they were Atlas,
or the unfortunate turtle, destined
to forever carry the world upon
their backs. The world was getting
heavier. Burke was jolted by a peal
of thunder. It felt wrong. The entire
cosmos was taunting them with the
salvo of heavenly cannons, but only

a faint mist was there to meet them
back on earth. Burke wanted to
scream at God, tell Him to drop the
floodgates and let the wrath of both
Heaven and Hell sweep him and
Boone away. Maybe they’d see him
then; it had been a year to the day.
Lightning lit the sky, but no bolt
crashed down. It flashed again, the
boys’ entire world going blindingly
bright for a brief second. Burke
thought he heard the car horn again,
and a buffet of wind caught him so
by surprise that he was knocked to
his knees, a sight that could have as
easily been mistaken for penitence
as for desperation. The can fell out
of his jacket and tumbled down the
slope, and he cried out in a way that
only Sisyphus understood. Boone’s
reactions were a bit quicker, picking
up their hope and tucking it safely
away inside of his knapsack. Boone
nodded silently, patting his bag.
Burke nodded back, and they kept
walking.
They reached the summit, and
the storm had momentarily hushed
itself. It was replaced by a soft,
constant rain and the sound of far
away thunder. Boone pulled out
the can and a pack of Marlboros,
offering both to Burke. Burke pried
open the top of the can and lit the
cigarette, handing the rest of the
pack back to Boone. Boone lit his
own, returning the rest to their place
in his bag. The two stood there for a
moment, their smoke mingling with
the raindrops, both clouding and
clearing their vision. Burke took the
can and tossed its contents into the
air. A sudden gust of wind, a juvenile
breeze trying to catch up with the
storm, took the contents and carried
them away. The sun did not shine.
No birds sang. There was no music.
Heat lightning illuminated the
sky, a blinding white, but not at all
reminiscent of God. Burke heard the
car horn again. He looked at Boone,
seeing the shadow of a cringe on his
face, and knew that he heard it, too.
He had been too good for this.
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So lock the car and I won’t run
When I see that we turned numb.
Windows fogged and fingers froze;
Who could love a man so cold?
I found an old box painted red
With the blood of words unsaid.
Just cut a hole and reach inside,
And feel the hurt of pain subside.
Then in my fears and in the dark,
I heard an old voice singing loud.
Her voice it shakes from love that aches,
Calling me from deafened states.
My eyes once saw an angel die
In my dreams and in my cries.
But when I open tired eyes,
I see her wings bear us high.

Hope
by Emily Goodnow ’14
Portfolio Staff

I’m swaying at the top
Of a Ferris wheel.
Gliding through the air
The fear is unreal.
I think the ground
Is somewhere below.
But my eyes are shut
So how do I know?
Hoping is believing
That the uncertainty between
The top of a Ferris wheel
And the ground serene
Is a fleeting sensation,
Only seconds of shifting,
Minutes of discomfort,
And feelings of drifting.
When I open my eyes
And plant my feet on the ground,
Hoping was trusting
That I would feel sound.
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Long Way Home
by Elizabeth O'Neill ’16
Portfolio Staff
I’m taking the long way home.
Letting tonight bleed into tomorrow,
Driving aimlessly,
Watching wistfully
As my tired eyes register streetlights and car lights
And city lights
That smear together indiscernibly.

I’m sensing darkness fade into nothingness into something else
Finding peace in the misery I know tonight,
Driving patiently,
Suffering silently
As my heart hums along with the silence
And this road
That I drive in the dark becomes more and more deserted.

I’m letting tonight bleed into tomorrow
Feeling darkness fade into nothingness into something else,
Driving absent-mindedly,
Breathing brokenly
As I pretend that I know where I go
And why I wander these streets
That reek of loneliness.

I’m finding peace in the misery I know tonight
Taking the long way home,
Fearing nothing but
Sinking soundlessly
As I fly down this deserted highway
At a thousand miles
And a handful of tears per second.

Tiffany
Dear Wannabe,
Congratulations
on being completely
ordinary. “Oh, I’m a
stereotypical valley girl
in love with my exact
opposite and I just really,
really wish the stars would combine and
we would defy societal pressures and
be in love forever like Ariel and Eric.”
Shut your mouth. It’s annoying. And
you’re annoying for jacking my dumb
gal routine to scam on juice heads. The
bottom line is this—If you’re willing to
second guess someone you find attractive
over something as trivial as spiritual
values or spatial distance, you don’t
deserve affection. Grow up, plan on a
civil ceremony, and start racking up those
frequent flyer miles like a real adult. Oh,
and never write to me again.

&

Earl

Making PC an emotionally stable place one
letter at a time

This Week:
Core Crazy
Dear Tiffany and Earl,
So there's this really cute boy who lives in
Guzman, and I've got a huuuuge crush on
him. One problem: we're just so different!
He's from a different country and he's not
Catholic. Do opposites really attract or
should I just give up?
Sincerely,
Wannabe International Love

Dear Globetrotter,
I
realize
the
residents of Guzmanistan
are unlike you and me,
but that's no reason to
call them foreigners.
They can't help their
difficulty communicating
or primitive society; they have a beautiful
native culture that just isn't quite ready
to meet the modern world. What you and
I see as "obnoxious" or "overly fraternal"
is just another aspect of their disarming
simplicity. And while I appreciate your
delicacy in calling their fertility rituals
"not Catholic" it's fine to join in and
experience the wild, bacchanalian cult
of the Guzmanistan natives, if only once.
Sadly, I caution against engaging in a
long-term relationship with a Guzmani
tribesman- they are ill-suited to life
outside their communal domicile, like a
flower that wilts when removed from the
greenhouse. Appreciate, but do not attach
yourself. Enjoy your anthropology!

24 The Cowl

ADVERTISEMENT

January 31, 2013

January 31, 2013

SPORTS

Who Will Win the Super
Bowl?
Ravens

Simply put, the Baltimore Ravens are
this year’s team of destiny. When Ray
Lewis announced that he would retire
at the end of the regular season, many
figured that Lewis’ career would end in
the divisional playoffs against the Denver
Broncos, if not in the wild card round
against wonder boy Andrew Luck and
the Indianapolis Colts.
However, with Lewis as their leader
and inspiration, the Ravens humbled
the Colts, pulled off an improbable win
over the Broncos, and then dominated
the New England Patriots en route to the
Super Bowl. Now, the Ravens not only
have the advantage of being hot, they
have the advantage that they seemingly
did not have before at the game’s most
important position: quarterback.
Joe Flacco, often criticized for his
lackluster play, has stepped up his game
in a major way, including leading the
Ravens down the field for three straight
touchdown drives two Sundays ago in
New England. Flacco’s playoff experience
should mean he has few jitters, unlike
Colin Kaepernick of the 49ers, who has
played in just two playoff games and has
only a handful of regular season games
under his belt.
A team of destiny seems to win the
Super Bowl recently, from the Giants
barely slipping into the playoffs twice in
the last five years and winning, as well as
the Packers, who went on the road three
times to eventually make and win the
Super Bowl two years ago. Getting hot at
the right time cannot be underestimated,
and since the Ravens are hotter now than
they have ever been this season, Flacco,
Lewis, and the rest of a gritty, physical
team will pull out a hard fought victory
in this year’s Super Bowl.

49ers

The historic career of Ray Lewis
will make its final stop on Feb. 3 in
the Mercedes Benz Superdome in
New Orleans. But unfortunately for
Lewis, his quest to win his second
Super Bowl ring will fall short. His
inspired Baltimore Ravens will take
on the San Francisco 49ers in a Super
Bowl matchup that few could have
guessed before the season.
The Niners are led by Colin
Kaepernick, a dual threat quarterback
who emerged as the starter in Week 11
and has not looked back. Since being
given the starting job, Kaepernick
has gone 7-2, including two wins
in the playoffs, and has taken the
Niners to their first Super Bowl since
1995. The mobile quarterback will
produce a flurry of problems for the
Ravens’ defense in both the passing
and running game.
However, the real difference
between both teams lies in their
defenses. The Baltimore defense
has been strong when Ray Lewis is
on the field, but the defense of San
Francisco is on another level.
Their defensive group led the
NFL with six Pro Bowl nominations
and boasts the best linebacking core
in football with NaVorro Bowman,
Patrick Willis, and Aldon Smith.
Ravens quarterback Joe Flacco has
not seen the pressure that the Niners
are capable of providing all playoffs,
and this will be one of the Niners
main edges in this game.
-D.J. Anderson ’16
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In the

Spotlight

Men’s
Basketball: The Friars not only took on Marquette on the road,
Men’s
Basketball:
they also took on some bats, in a 81-71 defeat. A bat swooped onto the
court, and terrorrized players, in a clip that can be found on Youtube.
As far as the game is concerned, the Friars hung tight with a tough
Marquette team, lead by Bryce Cotton’s ’14 19 points. The Friars take on
UConn Thursday, and then hit the road to take on Villanova on Sunday.
Women’s Basketball: PC had a tough week, falling to Notre Dame 8944, and then St. John’s 65-51. Symone Roberts ’13 led the Friars with 13
points against St. John’s. PC travels to Syracuse Saturday to take on the
Orange.

Men’s Ice Hockey: The boys took on 10th ranked Boston University this
weekend in a home and home series. The Friars dropped a home contest
3-2, in front of a sold out crowd. Then the Friars tied up in Boston 3-3.
PC travels up to Maine on Friday to finish their season series against the
Bears.
Women’s Ice Hockey: The girls hosted two different Hockey East teams
last weekend, dropping a 4-3 contest against the Boston College Eagles
on Friday. Then, the Friars rebounded by stomping on the Bears 9-2. The
nine goals was a season high for the Friars. This weekend the Friars have
a home and home against UConn, hosting the Huskies on Saturday.

In the

News

Hall of Fame Bound: Nine former Friars and the 1995 Women’s Cross
Country Team are to be inducted into the PC Athletics Hall of Fame
this February. The 1995 team won the National Championship, the only
National Championship in any sport in PC history. Other Friars to be
inducted include Dickey Simpkins ’94 (Men’s Basketball), Bob Foley
(Women’s Basketball Coach), Maria McCambridge ’98 (Women’s Cross
Country), Cindy Curley ’85 (Women’s Ice Hockey), Mike Boback ’92
(Men’s Hockey), Ketih Kelly ’01 (Men’s Cross Country), Roger Haggerty ’86 (Baseball), Karen Krawchuk ’91 (Field Hockey), and John Farren
’86 (Men’s Soccer). The ceremony will be held the Renissance in Providence, Feb. 15.
World Leader: Emily Sisson ’14 ran a NCAA and World Leading
5000-meters on Jan. 25 at the Boston University Terrier Invitational with
a time of 15:44:40.

-Joey Ciccarello ’16

Just Send the Pros Bowling
Should the Pro Bowl be Cancelled?

by Sean Bailey ’14
Assistant Sports Editor
Column
Giving a friend breakup advice is
tough to do. There really is never an
easy way around it, so I have always
been a supporter of the “just say it
really quickly, and hopefully you
do not get slapped after you finish”
routine. So, NFL, I am going to be
blunt about this: you have got to
break up with that disgusting excuse
for a game you call the Pro Bowl.
You do not need it! You guys rake
in money like the PC grounds crew
rakes in copious amounts of leaves
in the fall. The NFL is the biggest
money making sport in America.
Fans crowd around televisions every
Sunday to watch their team, each
sporting their team’s jersey. The
playoffs gather intense support from
everyone, even from fans of teams
who did not make the playoffs.
The Super Bowl is the biggest
cash cow in the world. There is
something known as Super Bowl
week, where media blitzes the Super
Bowl location to hammer the same

question at players over and over
again. (Did you know that this is
Ray Lewis’ last game?) The money is
already there. Why waste everyone’s
time with this dud of a game?
Nobody watches it, and it is a
mockery. It is a time where NFL
haters gather round and complain
bitterly against how much of
a money grab the game is, and

how the NFL is not interested in
competition as much as dollar
signs. It is a slap in the face for fans,
and even to players. Sure, they get
a free vacation to Hawaii, but is
the game worth the risk of injury?
Especially when a player is at the
peak of their game, an All-Star in
their profession. Could you imagine
if Peyton Manning or Tom Brady

threw out their shoulder tossing a 50yard deep ball to J.J. Watt? (And yes, I
mean J.J. Watt. He lined up at receiver
for the third play of the game for the
AFC. Talk about taking the game
seriously.) Jeff Saturday snapped for
both teams, and did I mention J.J.
Watt, the NFL sack leader, lined up
at receiver and dropped a bullet by
Manning? A tight end won the MVP
for crying out loud! Kyle Rudolph:
If you have heard that name before
this column I give you props. The
players do not take it seriously. The
lineman have a pact not to hit each
other before the game, and the rush
is more or less just defensive lineman
doing their best Michael Jordan Space
Jam impressions in trying to swat a
pass down. It is a mockery. It has
only been kept alive this long for
the dollars. But, you know what I
say? Screw the dollars! Let us make
some sense, and axe this game. You
do not need to be associated with this
disgusting excuse for a game, NFL.
You have so much more working for
you, and so many people love you.
You do not need to continue this
messy marriage with a game that just
is not as entertaining as it once was.
Photo courtesy of BBleacherReport.com
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On the Defensive

PC Basketball is Focusing on Defense

by Dan McNamara ’15
Sports Staff
men’s basketball
The Providence College Men’s
Basketball Team was able to make
national news soon after their
classmates and fellow students
returned home for winter break. It was
not its play on the court or conduct
off of it that grabbed headlines across
the country, but its decision to honor
and pay tribute to the families and
victims of the shooting in Newtown,
Conn.
The Friars wore green jerseys with
“Sandy Hook” displayed proudly
on the uniforms provided by Nike,
the green Nikes sporting the school
colors of Sandy Hook Elementary
School.
This was bigger than any game,
any team, and any school.
The Friars went on to defeat
Colgate single handedly, but the
story was how Head Coach Ed
Cooley planned to give the jerseys to
those who had lost loved ones in the
Newton tragedy.
In addition to the uniforms, a
banner was hung in section 201 at
the Dunkin’ Donuts Center that read
“Newtown, Connecticut: We Have
You In Our Thoughts And Prayers”
with ribbons on each side of the
banner. Twenty-six seats were left

empty at the arena with a green bow
affixed to the back of each seat.
After losing five straight to Boston
College, Brown, Louisville, DePaul,
and Syracuse following their game
where they honored Sandy Hook,
the Friars were able to remember that
they were playing for much more
than just themselves. Wearing those
green Nikes again, the Friars went to
Seton Hall and controlled the game
throughout, showing toughness and
grit that coaches and fans alike had
not seen all season.
Ever since, the Friars have played
the way Cooley promised they would
last season when he was hired. They
are fourth in the Big East with a
+3.0 rebounding margin and have
dominated the offensive glass. They
average 15.4 offensive boards a game,
good for top honors in the conference,
and rank among the Big East leaders
in offensive rebounding percentage.
LaDontae Henton ’15 and Kadeem
Batts ’14 both rank in the top 10 in the
conference in rebounding, Henton
fourth with 8.4 a game, while Batts is
bringing down 7.0 a game.
Against Georgetown, the Friars
got down early and looked
uninspired to be playing in our
nation’s capital. In the second half,
Cooley put on a full court press.
That made the game look more like
a club rugby match between the
two schools, but at the same time
brought the Friars back into it.

They were able to pack that
intensity up with them and bring it
back to Providence where they forced
25 turnovers against a Villanova team
that was struggling to get the ball
past midcourt.
Kris Dunn ’16 is the best on ball
defender on the team and has shown
glimpses of being that shut down
guy the Friars desperately need. He
basically took the Villanova guards
out of the game, they went 5-17
together, and put the game away with
a steal in the closing minute of play.
He has struggled shooting the ball
thus far, but has been able to provide
his team with such quality defensive
minutes that they can not afford to
have him on the bench in crunch time
because of the liability they turn into
as a unit on defense.
That liability reared its ugly head
in the final minutes of the Pittsburgh
game as Dunn was sidelined mid
game with flu-like symptoms and
could not go on for much of the
second half, where the Friars were
unable to overcome an early deficit;
they could not stop anyone that
Pittsburgh put on the floor. The
Friars rank fifth in the conference in
steals at 7.4 per game and will need
that number to stay the same if they
are to win some games this month
and in February. Despite having the
Big East’s leading scorer in Bryce
Cotton ’14, the Friars will win games
through their defense.

Not too Late to Apologize
Armstrong Falls From Grace

by James Kirby ’15
Sports Staff
column
This is America. This is where
“Honey Boo Boo” and “Snooki” are
social icons. Keep that in mind when
reading about Lance Armstrong and
his “tainted” legacy.
Armstrong, seven-time Tour de
France winner and cancer survivor,
recently admitted in an extremely
over-hyped interview with Oprah
that he took virtually any illegal
substances available as well as
blood transfusions to enhance his
performance. In short, he admitted
to cheating.
Armstrong came off as very
unremorseful and arrogant in his
interview, at one point claiming
that he would probably do it again.
Answering in terse responses, he
admitted he wants to apologize to
the people he has lied to, including
his son, which ultimately led to the
confession.
Overall,
the
interview
just
verified what most people following
the situation probably believed:
Armstrong
used
performance
enhancing drugs during his cycling
career. As a result, his seven Tour
de France titles and bronze medal
from the 2000 games have been
revoked. All his
other rewards
and honors
have
been
tainted.

Despite
the
punishments,
Armstrong wants to compete again
one day (he is currently banned)
and states that although he deserves
punishment, he does not deserve the
“death penalty.”
No one should question whether
or not his legacy in cycling will be
forever associated with cheating
and lying-it will be. Armstrong does
deserve everything that is handed
down as punishment to him in his
sports career, however, his legacy
should (and will) remain positive.
The LIVESTRONG brand is meant
to support not Lance Armstrong
the cyclist, but Lance Armstrong
the cancer survivor. According to
LIVESTRONG, the company has
raised over $470 million since its
inception in 1997, with 81 percent
of that going

directly to programs or services
for survivors. This does not
include the hope he has brought
to every person who is fighting
cancer. Armstrong may not have
handled the situation properly,
but by apologizing he is starting
a long journey back to repair
his public image. In a recent ESPN
poll asking, “How do you view
Lance Armstrong following his
interview with Oprah?” 50 percent
said that their opinion has been
unchanged, and 10 percent said
they view him more favorably now.
This means 60 percent either agree
that Armstrong’s life outside of
biking outweighs the issue or were
convinced he was using PEDs before
his confession.
The point is that in a society that
seems to look up to and promote
people that clearly do not merit
being famous, is it really fair to be
so harsh and judgmental with a
man who raised literally millions
for cancer patients? In the midst
of the Steroid era in baseball and
use of PEDs in sports in general,
was it really shocking to find out
that a man who won seven Tour de
Frances was using PEDs? I think we
all have to take a step back and look
at the bigger picture here. There is
still a lot that Armstrong has to do
to attempt to repair his image, and
he lost a lot of fans and supporters
as it is. Instead of scrutinizing
this “hero,” society should
criticize a show that endorses
the motto, “You better
redneckognize.”

Photo courtesy of Washington Post

Kicking it to
New York
by Julia Claudy ’13
Sports Staff
interview
Staff Writer Julia Claudy sits down
with Marc Cintron ’13 to discuss his
being drafted into MLS, and what he
will miss about PC.
Q: How was the competition
you experienced at the MLS Player
Combine? What were some of your
achievements there?
A: The MLS Combine was a great
experience for me. The whole event
was well organized and gave players a
taste and feel for what it is like to be a
professional. The competition was the
highest I’ve ever been surrounded by.
It was great to play with other great
players from different conferences and
regions of the United States. Over break,
I trained very hard to prepare myself for
the Combine, but training in the cold and
not playing full games every day made it
very difficult for me to perform my best.
But I had one assist and did not make
many mistakes.
Q: Do you feel that the soccer program
at PC has prepared you for professional
soccer and helped to transform you into
the player you are today?
A: Playing at PC has been a very good
fit for me. It has helped me grow as an
athlete and as a man, which I will benefit
from in the future.
Q: Explain your feelings about
being drafted to the New York Red
Bulls. Being from New Jersey, are you
happy to be able to play for a team
close to home?
A: I could not be any more excited
to return home and play soccer in my
backyard. The New York Red Bulls
organization is very prominent in the
MLS and I am happy to be a Jersey guy
playing for a Jersey team.
Q: What is your most memorable
game you played at PC?
A: The most memorable game I played
at PC was at Georgetown sophomore
year. We beat Villanova in the first round
of the Big East tournament. Georgetown
was ranked number one in the Big East,
and I had an assist and the game winner,
which led us to play in the Big East
Championship--ironically held in Red
Bull Arena.
Q: How have your parents supported
you throughout your soccer career?
A: My parents have been very
supportive of me throughout my soccer
career. They have dedicated countless
hours of their time and have sacrificed
so much for me to be where I am in my
career. In saying that, they would be
supportive in anything I pursued in life
as long as it made me happy.
Q: When will you begin playing for
the New York Red Bulls?
A: I leave on Friday to meet the team
in the team hotel in Harrison, New Jersey
on Feb. 3. We then leave on the fourth for
preseason in Florida.
Q: What will you miss most about
playing soccer for Providence College?
A: I will miss Saturday games on
Glay Field doing what I love most in the
world.
Q: What teams/players are you most
looking forward to playing against?
A: I am very excited and fortunate
to play with some of the world’s best
players, such as Thierry Henry and Tim
Cahill who played in the English Premier
League and were great players for them.
I am also very excited to potentially play
against Landon Donovan who is one
of the best US players to represent our
country.
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New Arena, New Era
Schneider Arena Gets A FaceLift

The Cowl 27
by Veronica Lippert ’14
Senior Staff Writer
campus news

Schneider
Arena
opened
in 1973, and since then it has
remained mostly unchanged. In
November of this school year
though, major renovations of
the arena began. Any visitors
to that area of campus have no
doubt noticed the fenced off
construction area, which will soon
be the home of a 30,000-square
foot addition. Many who attended
the sold-out Men’s Ice Hockey
game against Boston University
last Friday have noticed the other
problem caused by the current
renovations: Schneider Arena’s
official capacity is down to 2,089
people for the remainder of the
season from its listed capacity of
3,030 due to construction blocking
a couple of the fire exits.
The renovations are scheduled
to be completed by September,
in time for the home opener
of the Friars’ 2013-14 season.
The three-story, 30,000- foot
addition is the cornerstone of
the renovations. The expansion
was
designed
by
Symmes
Manni & McKee Associates,
and
Shawmut
Design
and
Construction is conducting the
project. The project is being

overseen by Associate Athletics
Director Nick Reggio.
The addition to Schneider
Arena will include a new lobby
with new ticket offices and
concession stands, offices for
the coaching staff of both ice
hockey programs, strength and
conditioning facilities, and new
locker rooms for the men’s and
women’s programs, along with
renovations to the club and youth
locker rooms. Also included in the
addition is a hall of fame dedicated
to the history and tradition of the
College’s ice hockey programs.
Major
renovations
to
the
existing arena are also being
conducted. Six luxury boxes are
being added to the arena, and the
press box is to be updated. Plans
are also being laid for a video
board. There is also an idea for an
eventual lacrosse field in the area.
As such, locker rooms and video
rooms for the men’s lacrosse team
are also included in the Schneider
addition.
Schneider Arena has been the
only on-campus home of PC ice
hockey and the programs’ histories
and traditions are inherent in the
arena. These renovations hope to
capture this tradition within the
state of the art facilities expected
of a Hockey East school.

Photo courtesy of Providence Athletics

Wildcats Sent Home Licking Wounds
women’s basketball
On Wednesday, January 23,
the Providence College Women’s
Basketball Team took on the 25th
ranked Villanova Wildcats in Alumni
Hall. The Lady Friars entered the
game on a four-game losing streak,
which included home losses to both
the Georgetown Hoyas and the
ranked Louisville Cardinals. On
this evening, Providence captured a
quick lead, but soon Villanova went
ahead as the Lady Friars suddenly
struggled to sink any shots, partly
due to some unfortunate bounces.
By the half, the Wildcats held a solid
29-10 advantage and were easily on
their way to a Big East road victory.
However,
the
Lady
Friars
emerged from the locker room with
a sudden determination to cut down
their 19-point deficit. Providence
immediately began to find its
offensive rhythm on the court thanks
to the efforts of Brianna Edwards
’13, Tori Rule ’15, and Symone
Roberts ’13. In a span of less than
two minutes, Roberts recorded 10
straight points, including two threepointers, and helped to cap off an
incredible 21-0 run for the Lady
Friars. With 13:24 left in the game,
Providence held a 31-29 advantage
over its ranked opponent, and
players quickly noticed the crowd’s
enthusiastic response to this stellar
scoring spree.
The remainder of the half turned
into a back-and-forth battle between
the two teams, as both sides refused
to admit defeat. As the end of the
half approached, Villanova held onto

thecowl.com		

a narrow lead and entered the final
minute with the advantage. The Lady
Friars remained calm and waited for
the right opportunity to strike. With 13
seconds left in regulation, Evi Iiskola
’16 grabbed the defensive rebound, and
a moment later, Roberts tied the game
at 51 with a layup. The Providence
players erupted with joy as the half
came to a close a n d awaited the
start of overtime.
The
game
started
with
Villanova
in complete
control
and
turned
into
a
dramatic
comeback
for the Lady
Friars. Providence
scored the first points
of the overtime period
and held on to the lead for
several minutes.
However,
a three-point basket by the
Wildcats temporarily shifted
the momentum away from the
team.
In the extra five-minute
period, Roberts and Rule made
crucial shots for the Lady
Friars, while Chanise Baldwin
’15 snatched several rebounds
in the remaining minutes. As
the buzzer sounded, the Friars
emerged victorious over the
Wildcats by the score of 65-60.
Roberts led the squad in scoring
with 20 points, and Rule followed
with 19. Edwards finished with
14 points and 16 total rebounds,
as she notched her third career
double-double for Providence.
In addition, Edwards finished
her night with six points and a
career-high 11 rebounds.

After this wild matchup, the
Villanova players slowly wandered
off the court in shock as the
Providence women immediately
began their post-game celebrations.
A night filled with many twists and
t u r n s had ultimately concluded
with the Lady Friars’
first Big East

Facebook.com/TheCowl

victory of the season and the
Wildcats’ first conference loss.
The team’s record for the season
currently stands at 6-13 (1-5 Big
East). The next home game for
the women’s basketball team is
Saturday, February 9, at 2 p.m. in
Alumni Hall as they take on the
University of South Florida.

Photo courtesy of Providence.edu

by Sarah Wacik ’15
Sports Staff
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